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THURSTON PARISH COUNCIL – Recreational and Leisure Facilities Committee 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the Recreational Facilities Committee held on Wednesday 25th May 2022 
at 7.00pm in the Community Library, Norton Road. 
 
In attendance: Cllr. B Rainbow (Chair),  B Morris, J West, E Bond. J Hay, J Grant and Mrs A King 
(Deputy Clerk).   
2 members of the public were present. 
 

1. Chair’s Welcome - the Chair opened the meeting advising all that the Protocol adopted by 
the Parish Council for reporting at Parish Council Meetings, would be enacted for this 
meeting. A copy of the Protocol is available from the Clerk or can be downloaded from the 
website: https://thurstonparishcouncil.uk/parish-council/policies-procedures-and-
strategy/   

 
2. To receive Apologies of Absence – None received, all present. 

 
3. To receive Declarations of Pecuniary and local Non-Pecuniary Interests – there were no 

declarations of registrable or non-registrable interest for the agenda under discussion.  
 

4. To consider and approve the minutes of the previous meetings: 
a) 27th April 2022 – with the amendment of the goal post size from 12m x 8m to 12ft x 8ft 

corrected approval of the minutes as an accurate record of the meeting that took place 
was given by all present, aif. The Chair signed the minutes in accordance with legislation. 

 
5. To receive comments from the members of the public present:  

a) On the agenda under discussion –  None received 
b) On any other matters relating to recreational matters within the village of Thurston – None 

received. 
 

6. To receive and consider matters relating to the Monthly Risk Assessments Reports: 
a) To receive updates on previous works highlighted in the Monthly Risk Assessments for 

action: 
 Heath Road : None  
 New Green Open Space: 

• Confirmation that the missing black plugs had been delivered, they have yet to be 
installed. 

 Recreation Ground: 
• Bouncy castle – the party went ahead with no problems. 

 
b) To consider matters on the Monthly Risk Assessment Reports for the following and agree 

appropriate actions arising: 
 Heath Road Play Area: Overgrown hedges - the Clerk advised that this had already 

been reported to M&TJ’s for attention.  
Weeds growing up through the chippings – the Clerk will inform the grounds 
maintenance team. 

 New Green Play Area: The football posts have been pushed over and the concrete 
footings are exposed.  
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 Recreation Ground Play Area: Tree branch overhanging the footpath, the Clerk 
advised that this had already been reported to M&TJ’s for attention. 

 Community Shelter, New Green Open Space – The picnic bench and waste bin are 
covered in graffiti, the Clerk advised that the police and school have been alerted 
and pictures of the graffiti were on Facebook to see if anyone recognises the style.  
The Community Shelter is covered in black marker pen graffiti and the roof has 
also been graffiti-ed. Anti-climb paint was discussed as a deterrent, but it was 
dismissed.   
The graffiti issue was discussed at length, and it was decided that an article be 
placed in the next newsletter highlighting that it is taxpayers money that is used to 
clean it off.  
Discussions were also had regarding disengaged youths and how to connect with 
them.   

 Rotator, New Green Open Space – see 6a.   
 Coco Wave, New Green Open Space – nothing new to report. 

 
7. To receive and consider all Financial Matters Coming Forth 

a) To receive the accounts to date – the bank balance on May 25th 2022 stood at £2516.25 
and was noted by all. 

b) To approve items for payment –  
British Gas electricity £60.35 – retrospectively approved 
The committee also noted that invoices were expected from SHO Cleaning and 
Maintenance and M&TJ’s which are expected to be in the region of £500.00. 
No funds were received April to May.  

c) To discuss and consider an increase in the cost for hire of the recreational facilities – it 
was agreed that this would be brought back to the next agenda to allow for the 
committee members to consider figures that take into account inflation costs. 

 
8. To receive and consider matters relating to the following: 

a) Update regarding quotes for matting area under the play equipment on the Recreation 
Ground, Church Road and Thedwastre park: the clerk reported that she was still waiting for 
site reports and quotations from Online Playgrounds, Kompan and Wicksteed.   
It was noted the Clerk had approached Proludic who installed the play area in Diss, but they 
do not offer resurfacing as part of their services. 

b) To receive a maintenance report on any matters relating to the interior or exterior of the 
pavilion: The Clerk advised that she had sent an email to Seamans outlining the flaking paint 
and broken spindle issues but had not had a response.  Cllr West gave the mobile number to 
the Clerk of the contact he used within Seamans, and she will chase. 
The football club advised that the showers ran out of hot water within 5 mins and often the 
team have cold showers.  The clerk is to arrange for this to be investigated. 

c) To receive an update on cleaning of all the play equipment: It was noted that the planned 
jet washing of all the play equipment was almost complete.  Cllrs West and Morris advised 
that a bench at the Recreation Ground and the equipment at Heath Road still required 
attention.  The clerk is to follow up. 

d) To consider and approve a request from the football club to use and store dugouts for 
players use:  Following confirmation from the football club that the equipment would be 
secured when not in use, and covered by their insurance, this request was supported and 
approved by all. 
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e) To consider and approve the erection and location of a village noticeboard on the 
Recreation Ground:  It was agreed that the best location for a noticeboard would be 
adjacent and to the left of the footpath leading up from the carpark to the pavilion.  
Everyone considered the noticeboard an excellent idea and would be a good addition to the 
facilities in the Recreation Ground.  The Clerk is to action the siting.  

f) To receive an update on the temporary skate park planned for the summer and discuss the 
site visit at Thurston Community College organised after half term:  the clerk updated the 
committee pointing out there may have been a miscommunication with regards 
expectations of  length of time the skate park would be in situ.  Following a conversation 
with Skate Suffolk the mobile skate park would be available for hire for either half a day or a 
full day, with 36 slots or 72 slots being available respectively to skateboarders.  The park 
would only be available to hire at weekends, and equipment is only covered by insurance 
when the coaches are on site.  Costs of hire would be £1500.00 for half day, or £2500 for a 
full day. 
It was agreed that half a day would be enough, and a nominal booking charge should be 
considered to ensure commitment. 
The clerk advised the event could not be considered until the full council met in July but 
would speak with Skate Suffolk to provisionally reserve a date. 
It was noted that the clerk is to meet with TCC on June 8th with a view to it being a potential 
venue for the event.  Cllr Rainbow and Roger Smith of the Ben Wragg Skate Park charity will 
also be in attendance.  

 
 

9. To note the costs including installation of new, permanent goal posts for the New 
Green Open Space area will be submitted as a CIL bid.: 

This was duly noted. 
 

10. Date of the next Meeting: 22nd June 2022 commencing at 6pm in the Thurston 
Community Library. 

 
11. To resolve that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public 

be excluded from the Meeting on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to 
public interest by reason of the confidential mature of the business to be transacted - 
none to be discussed. 

 
 

12. Close of meeting – there being no further business to transact the Chair closed the 
meeting at 20.00. 

 


