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THURSTON PARISH COUNCIL - Recreational Facilities Committee 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the Recreational Facilities Committee held on Wednesday 24th November 
2021 at 6.00pm in the Community Library, Norton Road. 
 
In attendance: Cllr. B Rainbow (Chair); D Haley; B Morris, J West, C Dashper and Mrs A King (Deputy 
Clerk).   
Representatives from Thurston Football Club: Luke Reilly and Alex Woozley 
One member of the public. 
  

1. Chair’s Welcome - the Chair opened the meeting advising all that the Protocol adopted by 
the Parish Council for reporting at Parish Council Meetings, would be enacted for this 
meeting. A copy of the Protocol is available from the Clerk or can be downloaded from the 
website: https://thurstonparishcouncil.uk/parish-council/policies-procedures-and-
strategy/   

 
2. To receive Apologies of Absence – None received, all present. 

 
3. To receive Declarations of Pecuniary and local Non-Pecuniary Interests – there were no 

declarations of pecuniary and/or local non-pecuniary interest for the agenda under 
discussion.  

 
4. To consider and approve the minutes of the previous meetings: 

a) 29th September 2021 – approval of the minutes as an accurate record of the meeting that 
took place was given by all present, aif. The Chair signed the minutes in accordance with 
legislation. 

 
5. To receive comments from the members of the public present:  

a) On the agenda under discussion –  Member of public made comments regarding the 
Ethos report.  These were duly noted. 

b) On any other matters relating to recreational matters within the village of Thurston – None 
received. 
 

6. To receive reports on the future plans and aspirations of the Thurston Football Club. 
a) Representation was made from Thurston Football Club highlighting the need for a ground 

that can accommodate their club as the current facilities are not able to cater to their 
requirements.  Conversations have been started with the landowner who is keen to help 
and has a piece of land that could be made available. 
Ideally the club would like to have space for 1 senior pitch and 2 junior pitches, and be a 
similar concept to the Victory Ground in Bury St Edmunds with an indoor sporting facility 
on site too. 
Advice was given regarding CIL monies - both neighbourhood and district infrastructure 
funding. 
The Club was asked to produce a business plan, to enable the parish council to have an 
idea of projected costs. 
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7. To receive and consider matters relating to the Monthly Risk Assessments Reports: 
a) To receive updates on previous works highlighted in the Monthly Risk Assessments for 

action: 
Thedwastre Park – nothing to report. 
Trim Trail – nothing to report. 
Heath Road – it is expected that the hedgerows will be cut back soon given the time of 
year.  Cllr Morris also informed the committee that she had been approached by the 
family of a former resident of the village to request a small 6x4 plaque be erected under a 
pear tree that had previously been planted in his honour.  The committee were all in 
agreement that a formal request to allow it should be take to the full council at the next 
meeting. 
Recreation Ground – nothing new to report. 

b) To consider matters on the Monthly Risk Assessment Reports for the following and agree 
appropriate actions arising: 

 Heath Road Play Area – no new items to report. 
 New Green Play Area – no new items to report. 
 Recreation Ground Play Area – no new items to report. 
 Community Shelter, New Green Open Space – no items to report. 
 Gym Trail, New Green Open Space – no items to report. 
 Rotator, New Green Open Space – no items to report. 

 
8. To consider matters on the Annual Play Inspection reports for the following and agree 

any remedial action: 
 Heath Road Play Area – the equipment is old and requires replacing to bring it in 

line with current safety requirements.  However the report allocated low to very 
low risk findings to all the current play equipment.   

 New Green Play Area – the equipment does not meet current standards for chain 
openings but is not considered a high risk.  The tree canopy was considered too 
low hanging, the matting is impacted and the equipment needs cleaning.  All was 
rated low to very low risk.  It was noted that a request has been put into the 
village maintenance contractor to jet wash the equipment. 

 Recreation Ground Play Area – Play equipment does not meet current 
requirements, but is not considered a risk.  Impacted matting and broken benches 
were highlighted, but it was noted that the benches have been replaced since the 
report and Seamans are due to replace the matting. 

 Community Shelter, New Green Open Space – nothing to report. 
 MUGA has some uneven levels, but not considered a high risk.  Signage is required 

for the Basketball hoop – the Clerk confirmed that the sign had been ordered and 
delivered, and just needed to be fixed in place. 

 Gym Trail, New Green Open Space – no items to report. 
 Rotator, New Green Open Space – no items to report. 

 
9. To receive and consider all Financial Matters Coming Forth 

a) To receive the accounts to date – the bank balance on 23rd November 2021 stood at 
£6657.65 and was noted by all. 

b) To approve items for payment –  
Invoice for SHO Cleaning and Maintenance £300.00 - approved 
Invoice for works to the pavilion £450.00- approved 
Invoice for maintenance of fire fighting equipment: £32.40 – approved 
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The committee also noted that the funds received during October totalled £260.00, but 
that further funds totalling approximately £1300 are due by the end of November. 

c) The Council was advised that the annual return for the charities commission had been 
submitted. 

 
10. To receive and consider matters relating to the following: 

a) Works to the exterior of the Pavilion: Cllr West confirmed that all works were now 
complete. 
Seamans have some work outstanding with regards the play area matting. 

b) Update regarding Broadband installation: The deputy clerk advised that broadband was 
now in place at the pavilion. It was agreed that the CCTV would now be linked up to the 
broadband so that the footage could be accessed remotely.  

c) To receive a maintenance report:  
 nothing to report. 

d) To receive an update on the Cocowave installation: 
 The deputy clerk advised that the Cocowave would be in place before Christmas, 

with work due to start in early December. 
 

11. To discuss the findings of the Ethos report: 
a) To consider any changes that could be made to existing recreational areas: 

 Heath Road – the outstanding planning application must be decided before any 
changes can be made, although it was acknowledged that this area needs 
complete refurbishment or replacement. 

 New Green Play area and open space – in accordance with the landowners wishes, 
this area is now fully developed and can not be considered for anything further. 

 Recreation Ground  – it is currently fully utilised by the football and cricket club, 
until they find their own ground, it cannot be considered for anything else. 

b) To discuss what is being offered by the current developers and consider if there is 
anything more that could be asked for: 
It was agreed that the focus should be on all play areas being aimed at the 12+ age group 
with the exception of the Bloor Homes development if it was to go ahead.  The 
development companies need to be nailed down on what it is they intend to offer the 
community as a whole, there needs to be some joined up thinking so we do not keep 
getting the same thing.   

 
12. Date of next meeting:  
a) 26th January 2022 commencing at 6.00pm in the Thurston Community Library, Norton 

Road. 
 

13. To resolve that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public be 
excluded from the Meeting on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to public 
interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted:  
The committee discussed community gains on recreational facilities coming forth on 
development sites in Thurston.  It was resolved that discussions need to be continued. 

 
14. Close of meeting – there being no further business to transact the Chair closed the 

meeting at 19.50pm 


