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THURSTON PARISH COUNCIL - Recreational Facilities Committee 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the Recreational Facilities Committee held on Wednesday 25th August 
2021 at 7.00pm in the Community Library, Norton Road. 
 
In attendance: Cllr. B Rainbow (Chair); Cllrs. C Dashper, D Haley; and J West, Mrs V. Waples (Clerk) 
and Mrs A King (Deputy Clerk). Also in attendance were 2 representatives from Thurston Rugby Club. 
  

1. Chair’s Welcome - the Chair opened the meeting advising all that the Protocol adopted by 
the Parish Council for reporting at Parish Council Meetings, would be enacted for this 
meeting. A copy of the Protocol is available from the Clerk or can be downloaded from the 
website: https://thurstonparishcouncil.uk/parish-council/policies-procedures-and-
strategy/   

 
2. To receive Apologies of Absence – Cllr Morris and Cllr Turner submitted their apologies 

and were these were accepted. 
 

3. To receive Declarations of Pecuniary and local Non-Pecuniary Interests – there were no 
declarations of pecuniary and/or local non-pecuniary interest for the agenda under 
discussion.  

 
4. To consider and approve the minutes of the previous meetings: 

a) 28th July 2021 – approval of the minutes as an accurate record of the meeting that took 
place was given by all present, aif. The Chair signed the minutes in accordance with 
legislation. 

 
5. To receive comments from the members of the public present:  

a) On the agenda under discussion – see item 6. 
b) On any other matters relating to recreational matters within the village of Thurston – see 

item 6. 
 

6. To receive reports on the future plans and aspirations of: 
a) Thurston Rugby Club: The representatives from the Rugby Club were invited to address 

the Committee and discussions were had regarding better integration between TRC and 
both the village and the PC.  Currently TRC feel that whilst they have a good reputation 
among their rugby peers and Thurston school, this does not extend to the village, only 15-
20 members out of 200 actually live in Thurston.  The club feel that they have a lot to 
offer – especially for the youth of Thurston.   
Their intention is to extend the Clubhouse and improve the facilities they already have, 
and with the rapid expansion of the village this is an ideal opportunity to start to build 
stronger relationships.   
The PC advised TRC about community funding that could be available to them, and the 
measures that would need to be in place to secure it. 
It was agreed that links to TRC would be included on the PC village website, and a Club 
Liaison Officer would be nominated to keep in touch with the PC. 
TRC will sponsor the village newsletter and write a monthly report for inclusion in the 
Newsletter. 
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b) Thurston Football Club: A report was received by e-mail from the Chair of the Football 
Club who, for football training commitments, was unable to attend the meeting and had 
submitted his apologies.  It highlighted the club’s concerns and need for land that could 
cater to a club of their size.  The PC agreed that the football club should have their own 
space but that their hands were tied as they do not have any land that could be made 
available.  Any land that could be made available should have pedestrian, cycle access as 
well as road access.   
It was noted that the Ethos report that had been commissioned also highlighted the need 
for open space that focussed on the needs of the teenage groups. 

 
7. To receive and consider all Financial Matters Coming Forth 

a) To receive the accounts to date – the bank balance on 24th August 2021 stood at 6581.80 
and was noted by all. 

b) To approve items for payment – £66 (1 invoice), but delegated approval was given to the 
RFO for 2 further invoices due for grass cutting and cleaning. 

 
The committee also noted that funds received during August 2021 totalled £951.75. 
 

8. To receive and consider matters relating to the following: 
a) Works to the exterior of the Pavilion: Roof work was now complete, there is one minor snag 

that the roofer is aware of and will attend to as soon as possible. 
Decorating work to the front has been completed, and the broken window has been 
replaced.  Outstanding work remains to the side and rear of the building, of which the 
contractors are aware. 

b) Works to the interior of the Pavilion: complete, there is an outstanding invoice for the door 
lock. 

c) Installation of Broadband: The committee were made aware that BT will be installing the 
remaining post on Sept 1st, once that is in place it is hoped that Broadband will be 
connected soon after. 

d) Ethos Environmental Planning Report on Thurston Open Space and Play Strategy 2021 (as 
commissioned by the Parish Council) - recommendations going forward for existing and 
future open space proposals: it was noted that the report highlighted that the open space 
and play strategy for Thurston was lacking in areas for older children – teenagers in 
particular.  It was seen as a positive that we now have a written report to show our 
shortfalls. 

 
9. Date of next meeting:  
a) 29th August 2021 commencing at 6.15pm in the Thurston Community Library, Norton 

Road. 
 

10. To resolve that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public be 
excluded from the Meeting on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to public 
interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted: there was 
no business to be transacted. 

 
11. Close of meeting – there being no further business to transact the Chair closed the 

meeting at 8.00pm 


