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THURSTON PARISH COUNCIL - Recreational Facilities Committee 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the Recreational Facilities Committee held on Wednesday 23rd 
June 2021 at 6.00pm in the Community Library, Norton Road. 

 

In attendance: Cllr. B. Rainbow (in the Chair); Cllrs. D Haley; B Morris and J West with Mrs V 
Waples (Clerk) and Mrs A King (Deputy Clerk). 
  

1. Chairman’s Welcome - the Chairman opened the meeting advising all that the Protocol 
adopted by the Parish Council for reporting at Parish Council Meetings, would be 
enacted for this meeting. A copy of the Protocol is available from the Clerk or can be 
downloaded from the website: https://thurstonparishcouncil.uk/parish-council/policies-
procedures-and-strategy/   
 

2. To receive Apologies of Absence – apologies of absence were received from Cllr. 
Turner due to personal commitments. The meeting agreed to accept the apologies as 
given. 
 

3. To receive Declarations of Pecuniary and local Non-Pecuniary Interests – there 
were no declarations of pecuniary and/or local non-pecuniary interest for the agenda 
under discussion.  
 

4. To consider and approve the minutes of the previous meetings: 
a) 26th May 2021 – approval of the minutes as an accurate record of the meeting that 

took place was given by all present, aif. The Chair signed the minutes in 
accordance with legislation. 

 
5. To receive comments from the members of the public present:  

a) On the agenda under discussion – there were no members of the public present. 
b) On any other matters relating to recreational matters within the village of Thurston – 

the Clerk confirmed that there had been an ongoing email trail with the Football 
Club over matches to be played and the use of the recreational field by others. had 
been received. 
 

6. To receive and consider all Financial Matters Coming Forth 
a) To receive the accounts to date - the bank balance on 23rd June 2021 stood at 

£16,332.34 and was noted by all. 
b) To approve items for payment – future and retrospective - it was agreed that as 

delegated powers had been given to the Clerk to authorise expenditure incurred 
against approved budget, those items that had passed through the account under 
this delegation were being brought back to the Committee for retrospective 
approval. All other payments as per the paper submitted were duly approved for 
payment in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations. All agreed that 
the items should be approved with the addition of an invoice for the caretaker and 
that the Chair would sign the authorisation form prior to payment being made, aif. 

c) To note the invitation from BMSDC to submit an application for further funding 
from the government lock-down grants and restart / reopening schemes – the 
Clerk confirmed that in accordance with the email receive she had submitted an 
application under the Covid-19 Local Restrictions Support Grant and Restart Grant 
had been submitted as it would appear the Pavilion as a Sports revenue that was 
forced to close due to Covid-19 restrictions was eligible so to apply. 

https://thurstonparishcouncil.uk/parish-council/policies-procedures-and-strategy/
https://thurstonparishcouncil.uk/parish-council/policies-procedures-and-strategy/
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d) To consider the quotations for grass cutting for the Recreational Field effective 
August 2021 following the cessation of the contract by Thedwastre Education 
Trust due to Thurston Primary Academy no longer using the Recreation Ground 
due to its relocation to a new site – it was agreed that as only one quotation had 
been received to date this should be deferred until the next meeting. 
 

7. To receive and consider matters on the Monthly Risk Assessment Reports for the 
following  and agree appropriate action arising: 
a) Heath Road Play Area –  rubber edge trim off the slide – glue has come apart and 

needs refixing; outside verge to the area has not been cut and is quite overgrown. It 
was noted that the Clerk and Deputy had picked up a number of small items around 
the village that needed attention, and this would be added to the list. It was reported 
that someone had tied up the swings and placed them over the frame. They had 
since been untied and were able to be used. 

b) New Green Play Area – nothing picked up from the report. It was noted that the 
pedestrian gate off the footpath closed fairly slowly but did not moderate its speed 
until within the last 100ml. 

c) Recreation Ground Play Area – no new items to report.  
d) Gym Trail, New Green Centre – nothing new to report. It was noted that the 

equipment was well used by all age groups. 
e) Shelter on New Green – no issues to report. 
f) Pavilion – nothing new to report, new roof was progressing. Couple of issues had 

been found: the roof is out of true and therefore further works have been required 
and some of the tiles have appeared to be faulty. Replacements are due by the 
end of the week. Assurances given that there would be no residual effects. 
Seamans will return to complete further exterior work once the roof has been 
completed along with attending to the matting under the play equipment on the 
Recreation Ground. 

  
8. To receive and consider matters relating to the following items: 

a) Update for works to the exterior of the Pavilion – see item 7f above. Cllr. Rainbow 
confirmed that that the CCTV was working fine and that the pavilion was well kept 
and regularly cleaned. The Deputy Clerk confirmed that she would be chasing BT 
for the pole that needed to be erected prior to allowing a connection to be made 
for the installation of broadband in the pavilion. 

 
9. To note the following: 

a) Permission has been given to Thurston CE Primary Academy to continue using the 
football pitch on a Saturday morning for the foreseeable future – the Clerk 
confirmed that the Thurston CE Primary Academy had requested and been granted 
permission to continue to use the football pitch adjacent to the school grounds from 
September onwards for their football sessions on a Saturday morning as the new 
ground is not yet able to accept such use. Post meeting note – the CE Primary 
Academy has also been given permission to use the Recreation Ground for a fun 
day on 15th July 2021. 

b) Permission has been given to Chedburgh FC to organise a mini-Football 
Tournament on the Recreation Ground in August 2021 for local teams – the 
meeting was made aware of the emails from the Chair and Manager of the Football 
Club who had disagreed with the Clerk’s decision to grant permission for the mini-
football tournament to take place on Sunday 15th August 2021 on the Recreation 
Ground. Discussion followed and the committee agreed with the stance taken by 
the Clerk that this was public open space and that such an event had always been 
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supported by the Parish Council. The Football Club’s commitment to the pitch as its 
“home ground” was acknowledged by the committee along with monies expended 
from grants on the pitch itself, but the ground was not a closed pitch and it was for 
the committee, acting on the behalf of the Parish Council who held the land in trust 
for the community to agree the hiring of the pitches and the pavilion. It was agreed 
that the Clerk should write back and inform Thurston FC that they cannot use the 
pitch or the pavilion on 15th August 2021 as prior permission has been given to 
Chedburgh PC and it was hoped that they would work with local teams to bring this 
to a successful conclusion. 

c) Use of Recreation Ground Car Park - permission was forthcoming for those visiting 
the Black Bourn Suffolk Wildlife Trust to use the car park on the morning of 7th July 
as a meeting point. 

10. To consider the Play Strategy for Thurston as produced by Ethos Environmental – it 
was noted that the final draft would be submitted for consideration at the next meeting 
(28th July 2021). 
 

11. Date of next meeting:  
a) 28th July 2021 commencing at 6.00pm in the Thurston Community library, Norton 

Road. 
 

12. To resolve that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public 
be excluded from the Meeting on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to 
public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted: 
there was no business to be transacted. 
 

13. Close of meeting – there being no further business to transact the Chair closed the 
meeting at 18.33pm 


