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So signed by the Chair at the meeting of 23rd June 2021 

THURSTON PARISH COUNCIL - Recreational Facilities Committee 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the Recreational Facilities Committee held on Wednesday 26th 
May 2021 at 6.00pm in the Community Library, Norton Road. 

 

In attendance: Cllr. B. Rainbow (in the Chair); Cllrs. D Haley; B Morris and J West with Mrs V 
Waples (Clerk) and Mrs A King (Deputy Clerk). 
  

1. Chairman’s Welcome - the Chairman opened the meeting advising all that the Protocol 
adopted by the Parish Council for reporting at Parish Council Meetings, would be 
enacted for this meeting. A copy of the Protocol is available from the Clerk or can be 
downloaded from the website: https://thurstonparishcouncil.uk/parish-council/policies-
procedures-and-strategy/   
 
 To elect a Chair for the year 2021-2022 – it was agreed that Cllr. Rainbow be re-
elected to the position of Chair for the coming year.  
 

2. To receive Apologies of Absence – apologies of absence were received from Cllr. 
Turner due to personal commitments. The meeting agreed to accept the apologies as 
given. 
 

3. To receive Declarations of Pecuniary and local Non-Pecuniary Interests – there 
were no declarations of pecuniary and/or local non-pecuniary interest for the agenda 
under discussion.  
 

4. To consider and approve the minutes of the previous meetings: 
a) 24th March 2021 – approval of the minutes as an accurate record of the meeting 

that took place was given by all present, aif.  
b) 21st  April 2021 – all noted that this meeting had been cancelled. 
 

5. To receive comments from the members of the public present:  
a) On the agenda under discussion – there were no members of the public present. 
b) On any other matters relating to recreational matters within the village of Thurston – 

the Clerk confirmed that no matters relating to recreational matters had been 
received. 
 

6. To receive and consider all Financial Matters Coming Forth 
a) To receive the accounts to date - the bank balance on 26th May 2021 stood at 

£16,879.11 and was noted by all. 
b) To approve items for payment – future and retrospective - it was agreed that as 

delegated powers had been given to the Clerk to authorise expenditure incurred 
against approved budget, those items that had passed through the account under 
this delegation were being brought back to the Committee for retrospective 
approval. All other payments as per the paper submitted were duly approved for 
payment in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations. All agreed that 
the items should be approved with the addition of an outstanding invoice for 
grounds maintenance and that the Chair would sign the authorisation form prior to 
payment being made, aif. 

c) To approve the accounts for the year ending 31st March 2021 – all agreed the 
accounts as submitted noting that receipts were £23,705.55 with payments at 
£5,506.90 leaving a carried forward figure of £18,845.26. 
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d) To consider and approve the CIL bid to be submitted to the Thurston 
Neighbourhood CIL Pot for the installation of a Cocowave Swing on the New 
Green Open Space Area – it was agreed that provided the landlords were in 
agreement to the final siting of the swing, the Committee would support the 
installation of the swing and the CIL bid to be submitted. However given concerns 
at the impact this would have on the openness of the New Green and whether this 
would negate the original intention of the deed as drawn up, it was agreed that 
support for further similar applications would not be forthcoming, aif. 
 

7. To receive and receive and consider matters on the Monthly Risk Assessment Reports 
for the following  and agree appropriate action arising: 
a) Heath Road Play Area –  it was reported that damage to newly installed fencing had 

occurred once again. Rubbish strewn about had also been removed. It was 
considered that the damage to the fencing might not necessarily be attributable to 
users of the dedicated play area. 

b) New Green Play Area – Kompan have been out to carry out further repairs to both 
pedestrian gates alongside a number of minor repairs. The report will be considered 
further and necessary works which in the main related to rust and paint issues 
undertaken. 

c) Recreation Ground Play Area – very little to report as all seemed ok. It was noted 
that the contractor carrying out repairs to the pavilion  would be looking at the 
matting under the slides and swings. Further seeding would be undertaken in front 
of the pavilion steps. 

d) Gym Trail, New Green Centre – it was confirmed that during their quarterly 
maintenance inspection Kompan had nothing further to note. 

e) Shelter on New Green – Kompan made reference to the bolt cap covers that were 
missing. 

f) Pavilion – internally all was well, and it was being kept clean. BT were supposed to 
come back to the Parish Council with an update on the logistics of providing the 
wire to the pavilion. A notice had been placed on an existing pole stating the 
intention to install a further pole and once the period of objection had passed, the 
Parish Council  

  
8. To consider the quotation from Urban Forestry for works to the Trees on the 

Recreation Ground and to agree to works to be carried out – all agreed that the 
Recreation Ground Account should look at funding works under Part One (Holly) and 
undertake to look at the removal of ivy on a number of identified trees by a working 
group. It was agreed that Cllr. Morris would look at works detailed under Medium 
Priority and provide a list of those that should be undertaken in the Autumn, aif. 
 

9. To receive and consider matters relating to the following items: 
a) Update for works to the exterior of the Pavilion – roofing works should commence 

around 7th June 2021, but this date was still provisional. It was queried as to why 
the cladding was not white which would complement the woodwork. 

b) To consider and review the quotations for signage within the grounds of the 
Recreation Ground: 

• Sign for School Lane entrance – all agreed that the draft sign as produced 
covered the relevant points and that the quotation in the sum of £65.00 should 
be accepted, aif. 

• Sign for Car Park entrance to Playing Field  - all agreed that this sign should be 
larger, 1200 x 900 and that additional wording should include:  
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No parking overnight. ANPR is in operation in this car park. This car park is for 
users of the Cavendish Hall and Recreation Ground and its facilities. The 
quotation for the larger sign in the sum of £88 (subject to extra wording) was 
approved by all, aif. 
 

c) Hire of Pavilion: 

• To consider the request for the hire of the pavilion for two sessions per week for 
the use by two childminders for pre-school children commencing September – 
agreement was forthcoming that the request should be approved and that the 
cost would be £7 an hour which was consistent with those hiring on an hourly 
basis. 

 
10. To consider the Play Strategy for Thurston as produced by Ethos Environmental – all 

agreed that the final report should be requested and used to support any CIL bid 
coming forth, aif. 
 

11. Date of Meetings for the remainder of year:  
a) 23rd June 2021 commencing at 6.00pm in the Thurston Community library, Norton 

Road. 
 

12. To resolve that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public 
be excluded from the Meeting on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to 
public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted: 
there was no business to be transacted. 
 

13. Close of meeting – there being no further business to transact the Chair closed the 
meeting at 18.56pm. 


