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So approved at the meeting of 24th February 2021 

THURSTON PARISH COUNCIL - Recreational Facilities Committee 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the Recreational Facilities Committee held via Zoom 
Videoconferencing on Wednesday 27th January 2021 at 6.00pm. 

 

In attendance: Cllr. B. Rainbow (in the Chair); Cllrs. D Haley; B Morris; N Turner and J West 
with Mrs V Waples (Clerk). 
  

1. Chairman’s Welcome - The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.00pm advising all that 
the Video Protocol adopted by the Parish Council, would be enacted for this meeting. A 
copy of the Protocol is available from the Clerk or can be downloaded from the website:  
https://thurstonparishcouncil.uk/parish-council/policies-procedures-and-strategy/  
  

2. To receive Apologies of Absence – there were no applicable apologies. 
 

3. To receive Declarations of Pecuniary and local Non-Pecuniary Interests – there 
were no declarations of pecuniary and/or local non-pecuniary interest for the agenda 
under discussion.  
 

4. To consider and approve the minutes of the previous meetings: 
a) 16th December 2020 – approval of the minutes as an accurate record of the 

meeting that took place was given by all present, aif. It was agreed that the Chair 
would sign the minutes in person at the next available opportunity at which he and 
the Clerk could meet. 

 
5. To receive comments from the members of the public present:  

a) On the agenda under discussion – there were no members of the public present. 
b) On any other matters relating to recreational matters within the village of Thurston – 

there were no additional matters raised 
 

6. To receive and consider all Financial Matters Coming Forth 
a) To receive the accounts to date - the bank balance at 27th January 2021 stood at 

£17,081.43 and was noted by all. 
b) To approve items for payment – future and retrospective - it was agreed that as 

delegated powers had been given to the Clerk to authorise expenditure incurred 
against approved budget, those items that had passed through the account under 
this delegation were being brought back to the Committee for retrospective 
approval. All other payments had been made following a duly convened 
Recreational Facilities Committee Meeting and were approved, aif. 
 

7. To receive and receive and consider matters on the Monthly Risk Assessment Reports 
for the following  and agree appropriate action arising: 
a) Heath Road Play Area – there is still an outstanding issue with the wire fencing on 

the boundary that borders the field at the back of the play area and to the left of the 
main service gate – western boundary, the Clerk confirmed that M&TJ’s had been 
requested to fund replacement sooner rather than later. Noted that the hedgerow 
has been trimmed back. 

b) New Green Play Area – no new issues that were not already known and were in the 
process of being dealt with.  

c) Recreation Ground Play Area – nothing much other than the usual items. Wet area 
on the Recreation Field as identified by the Football Club is still apparent. Whilst the 
Football Club had carried out some works to this area it was noted that this issue 
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appeared to still be of concern. The Clerk was asked to liaise with the Football Club 
as to whether there were any plans to carry out remedial works in the area to the 
left of the goal mouth.  

d) Gym Trail, New Green Centre – there were no issues raised. It was confirmed that 
appropriate signage including ownership and age usage had now been installed.  

e) Community / Youth Shelter on New Green -  all complete and in situ.  
f) Pavilion – the Clerk confirmed that the Caretaker had cleared the gutters and 

carried out minor repairs to some of the leaking joints. He had informed the Clerk 
that there appeared to be an issue with the guttering and downpipe at the front of 
the veranda along with the flow of water, but this should be picked up in the 
quotations for the remedial works to the exterior.  

 
8. To receive and consider matters relating to the following items: 

a) Security at the Pavilion - CCTV was confirmed as being in place on the Pavilion 
and working well. All agreed that the Committee should implement its Key Policy 
and start afresh with new locks to the front and rear. 

b) Quotations for works to the exterior of the Pavilion – five quotations had been 
received against the eight approached. It was agreed that the Council’s preferred 
contractor at this stage was Seamans Building.  
Give the leaks in the roof it was agreed that there might be merit in looking at 
sourcing a quotation for a replacement roof. Lead work down the gullies seemed in 
good condition but it was noted that comments had been made that there were 
signs of water leaking / water damage internally. Agreement was forthcoming that 
roofing contractors be approached for a survey of the roof and appropriate 
quotations be forthcoming should more than remedial work be required, aif. 

c) Works to the hedgerow bordering the Recreation Ground and Church Road – Cllr. 
Morris was still to meet with M&TJ’s to discuss the scope of work that was 
required. It was agreed that the scope should also cover the clearance of the 
scrub next to the highway and the original fence planted within the hedgerow, aif. 

d) Works to the Horse Chestnut trees bordering Footpath 6 on the Recreation 
Ground – it was agreed that this area should be included in the condition survey of 
the trees on the Recreation Ground / bordering the area that is to be carried out by 
Urban Forestry, aif. 

e) Signage for: 

• the exterior of the carpark at the Recreation Ground – prices and designs were 
in the process of being sought. 

• interior of the carpark at the Recreation Ground – this was still to be 
progressed. Agreement was forthcoming that new signs should also be placed at 
the School Lane entrance. 

 
9. To discuss and consider the Play Strategy submitted under Planning Application 

DC/20/05894 – Submission of details (reserved matters) for outline planning 
permission DC/19/03486. Layout, scale, appearance and landscaping to be 
considered for the construction of 210 dwellings, public open space, play area, 
sustainable drainage features and associated infrastructure including foul  sewerage 
pumping station @ land south west of Beyton Road and formulate a recommendation 
to the Parish Council – it was noted that there was just one designated area for play 
which was located in the south west corner. The plans showed limited open space 
other than “Central Green” but that did not appear to be a play area. Public Realm’s 
comments to the consultation were poor. Noted that the density was over 50per 
hectare and that there appeared to be little scope to add further play areas. No 
documentation on Play Strategy with merely limited sketches on the plan. The 
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Committee was disappointed at the poor response from Public Realm. Concern was 
also raised by the Committee as to the location of the play aera next to the drainage 
area  and whether this was a sensible location. 
 

10. To consider any other matters coming forth for consideration at future meetings or for 
noting –  
a) Annual Return 2020 – the Clerk confirmed that she had submitted the annual return 

to the Charity Commission for the year ending 31st March 2020 and that the register 
had been updated to record the submission. 

b) Opening Children’s Playgrounds during current lockdown – the Clerk informed the 
meeting of the latest communication from Play England which had highlighted the 
evidence that play is vital for the health and wellbeing of children – particularly at a 
time of unprecedented restrictions on children’s daily lives. For children, playing 
outdoors is a form of exercise and exercise is allowed under the rules and Play 
England has written to the Government asking for this to be made explicit in the 
guidelines so that parents, councils and the police can all feel confident that outdoor 
play is an allowed activity. The Clerk confirmed that she had carried out a further 
COVID-19 assessment on this new advice and had taken a balanced approach 
balancing benefits to children against the risks to allow the play areas to remain 
open following expert advice that the risk of COVID-19 transmission outdoors, in 
areas such as children’s playgrounds was much lower than indoors. It was 
confirmed that the Risk Assessment had concluded that there was no scientific 
evidence for play areas to be closed and that appropriate signage was in place 
advising users of the requirement for social distancing and giving details on how to 
mitigate impact in terms of use. 

 
11. Date of Meetings for the remainder of year:  

a) 24th February 2021 commencing at 7.00pm – virtual meeting – post meeting note 
this was changed to 6.00pm. 

 
12. To resolve that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public 

be excluded from the Meeting on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to 
public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted: 
there was no business to be transacted. 
 

13. Close of meeting – there being no further business to transact the Chair closed the 
meeting at 18.45pm. 
 


