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THURSTON PARISH COUNCIL - Recreational Facilities Committee 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the Recreational Facilities Committee held via Zoom 
Videoconferencing on Wednesday 18th November 2020 at 6.00pm. 

 

In attendance: Cllr. B. Rainbow (in the Chair); Cllrs. D Haley; B Morris; N Turner and J West 
with Mrs V Waples (Clerk). 
  

1. Chairman’s Welcome - The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.00pm advising all that 
the Video Protocol adopted by the Parish Council, would be enacted for this meeting. A 
copy of the Protocol is available from the Clerk or can be downloaded from the website:  
https://thurstonparishcouncil.uk/parish-council/policies-procedures-and-strategy/  
  

2. To receive Apologies of Absence – there were no applicable apologies. 
 

3. To receive Declarations of Pecuniary and local Non-Pecuniary Interests – there 
were no declarations of pecuniary and/or local non-pecuniary interest for the agenda 
under discussion.  
 

4. To consider and approve the minutes of the previous meetings: 
a) 21st October 2020 – approval of the minutes as an accurate record of the meeting 

that took place was given by all present, aif. It was agreed that the Chair would 
sign the minutes in person at the next available opportunity at which he and the 
Clerk could meet. 

 
5. To receive comments from the members of the public present:  

a) On the agenda under discussion – there were no members of the public present. 
b) On any other matters relating to recreational matters within the village of Thurston 

– more complaints had been received over the ASB and litter generally on the 
Recreation Ground, Heath Road and New Green. The Stowmarket SNT who had 
been made aware of the increase re ASB had stated that they were disappointed 
that there has been a reoccurrence in issues around the Cavendish Hall and the 
Pavilion together with Heath Road.  There had been a focus by the force on 
Thurston across previous weeks tying in with Halloween however the SNT had not 
been able to dedicate all of its time to the village due to the number of other 
locations within the area.  When officers had been in the village there was minimal 
foot traffic and no youths of note located. ASB and littering is frustrating and 
unacceptable however as stated in previous meetings it was not something that 
the SNT can dedicate resources to within the village as they have to look across 
the area as a whole.   Issues with their colleagues in NRT have been raised. It is 
noted that there are other preventative measures that could potentially be 
considered by the Parish Council as previously identified, including 
CCTV/Lighting/Bins etc.  It was understood that the Parish Council are in 
conversations with regards to the monitored CCTV and with the Design Out Crime 
Officers who will be able to assist with specific locations etc for these items. 

 Cllrs. Haley and West confirmed that they had attended the recent Virtual Suffolk 
Police forum - Anti-social behaviour – and in essence the Parish Council was 
doing everything in accordance with the guidelines mentioned: informing the SNT 
of issues; raising the issue of ASB; installing CCTV etc. 

 
6. To receive and consider all Financial Matters Coming Forth 

a) To receive the accounts to date - the bank balance at 19th November  2020 
stood at £9,351.49 and was noted by all. 

https://thurstonparishcouncil.uk/parish-council/policies-procedures-and-strategy/
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b) To approve items for payment – future and retrospective - it was agreed that as 
delegated powers had been given to the Clerk to authorise expenditure incurred 
against approved budget, those items that had passed through the account 
under this delegation were being brought back to the Committee for 
retrospective approval. All other payments had been in agreement with the 
Chair and/or following a duly convened Recreational Facilities Committee 
Meeting and were approved, aif. 

 
7. To receive and receive and consider matters on the Monthly Risk Assessment Reports 

for the following  and agree appropriate action arising: 
a) Heath Road Play Area – Cllr. West confirmed that he had reinstated the swing 

and made it secure with a bolt; fencing is still an issue but ownership of all 
fencing needs to be ascertained prior to repairs being made; loose timber 
edging – bolt missing – this was a new issue. 

b) New Green Play Area – gate on order – items in same position as previous 
reports. Reports had been received of dogs being exercised in the fenced play 
area – it was agreed that the Clerk would look into this and see what action 
could be taken. 

c) Recreation Ground Play Area – all appears to be ok – farm gate is now being 
kept closed. All agreed that this should be monitored but a padlock should be 
considered with access code given to necessary users. 

d) Gym Trail, New Green Centre – no issues – apart from the removal of the tape 
from those areas that had been closed off in accordance with the current 
guidelines/COVID-19 restrictions.  

 
8. To receive and consider matters for the following items: 

a) To finalise the specification for works to the Pavilion exterior – all agreed for 
the work to be quoted against the specification provided. 

b)   To discuss further appropriate signage for the Recreation Ground – it was 
agreed that there were far too many signs and that they should be kept to a 
minimum to be effective. It was agreed that of the examples submitted, the 
one for Upton was positive in tone, had the right amount of graphics and was 
not too negative. It was also agreed to flag up to SCC the current condition of 
the sign currently located at the School end of the Recreation Ground. The 
meeting was in agreement that two signs should be installed – one on 
ownership and one similar to Upton. It was agreed that the Clerk would source 
prices and return to the committee with proofs for consideration at a later date. 

 
9. To receive an update on the project to replace the surface to the car park at the    

Recreation Ground, Church Road –  the work had been finished for two almost weeks 
– four positive comments, three negative with a further three comments stating that it 
gave a clear indication as to where all should park and would hopefully ease issues 
moving forward. 
 

10. To consider any other matters coming forth for consideration at future meetings or for 
noting: 
a) Update on the feasibility study to install CCTV at the Recreation Ground, Church 

Road – written confirmation required from Cavendish Hall that they are keen to 
participate and have CCTV installed on their building with minor electrical works to 
be arranged – at no cost to the Trust. It was confirmed that all four quotations  
included an amount for an ANRP camera and that the whole cost would be 
submitted as a bid against the Neighbourhood CIL pot. It was noted that the 
decision as to with whom the order would be placed would be carried out under 
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delegated powers as agreed by the Parish Council on 4th November 2020 and that 
this would be completed by the end of the following week. 

 
11. Date of Meetings for the remainder of year:  

a) 16th December 2020 commencing at 6.00pm – virtual meeting 
b) 24th February 2021 commencing at 7.00pm – virtual meeting 
 

12. To resolve that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public 
be excluded from the Meeting on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to 
public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted: it 
was noted that there were no members of the public present or listening in. The 
following item was presented for discussion in camera: 
Recreation Ground Car Park - Agreement of Access – with reference to the 
confidential paper submitted the meeting reviewed the areas for discussion: 
1. Agreement was forthcoming with one abstention that once the current lock-down 

was finished and assuming that it is not extended, pro-rata invoices under the car 
park agreements be issued. 

2. Agreement was not forthcoming for consideration of a variation to the current 
agreement. 

3. If two was in the negative, this did not apply. 
4. As two is in the negative, this does not apply. 
5. Agreement was forthcoming that the current agreement remains in force until 

renewal in 2022. 
 

13. Close of meeting – there being no further business to transact the Chair closed the 
meeting at 6.58pm. 
 


