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THURSTON PARISH COUNCIL - Recreational Facilities Committee 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the Recreational Facilities Committee held via Zoom 
Videoconferencing on Thursday 16th September 2020 at 6.00pm. 

 

In attendance: Cllr. B. Rainbow (in the Chair); Cllrs. D Haley; B Morris; N Turner and J West 
with Mrs V Waples (Clerk). 
  

1. Chairman’s Welcome - The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.00pm advising all that 
the Video Protocol adopted by the Parish Council, would be enacted for this meeting. A 
copy of the Protocol is available from the Clerk or can be downloaded from the website:  
https://thurstonparishcouncil.uk/parish-council/policies-procedures-and-strategy/  
  

2. To receive Apologies of Absence – there were no applicable apologies of absence. 
 

3. To receive Declarations of Pecuniary and local Non-Pecuniary Interests – there 
were no declarations of pecuniary and/or local non-pecuniary interest for the agenda 
under discussion.  
 

4. To consider and approve the minutes of the previous meetings: 
 
a) 10th June 2020 – it was noted that this meeting was cancelled due to internet 

issues 
 
b) 18th June 2020 – approval of the minutes as an accurate record of the meeting 

that took place was given by all present, aif. It was agreed that the Chair would 
sign the minutes in person at the next available opportunity at which he and the 
Clerk could meet. 

 
5. To consider Business remaining from the previous meeting:  there were none that 

were not covered elsewhere on the agenda. 
 

6. To receive comments from the members of the public present:  
a) On the agenda under discussion – there were no members of the public present. 
b) On any other matters relating to recreational matters within the village of Thurston 

– it was noted that the Clerk had received an email regarding the gate on the New 
Green Play Area and that a temporary repair would be effective by the Village 
Handyman. This would be added to the quotation for repairs as being worked up 
by Kompan following the recent play inspection report as carried out by Kompan 
on this area and the Gym Trail on New Green. 

 
7. To receive an update on works to improve the Recreation Field grassed playing 

areas – the works carried out to date seem to have been successful. Funds are still 
accessible for the project and will be used accordingly. The Football Club had not 
raised any issues with the work carried out but had raised concerns at the general 
level of ASB in this area. 
 

8. To receive and consider all Financial Matters Coming Forth 
a) To receive the accounts to date – the bank balance as at 6th September 2020 

stood at £9,559.10. It was confirmed that actually hirings of the pavilion for non 
sports activities would be impacted by the Rule of 6  given the size of the pavilion. 

b) To approve items for payment – future and retrospective – it was agreed that as 
delegated powers had been given to the Clerk to authorise expenditure incurred  
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against approved budget, those items that had passed through the account under 
this delegation were being brought back to the Committee for retrospective 
approval. All other payments had been in agreement with the Chair and/or 
following a duly convened Recreational Facilities Committee Meeting and were 
approved, aif. A full list of payments made since April 2020 was circulated to all 
and would be signed by the Chair when next he and the Clerk could meet in 
person. 

c) To review the budget for 2020-2021 – the meeting noted the impact that the 
closure of the pavilion had had on the budget set by the Committee. The Clerk 
informed the meeting that the application for a Discretionary Business Grant 
Scheme had been transferred by Mid Suffolk into a government business grant as 
this was most suitable for the status of the Recreation Ground Charity. That 
application had been processed and the Charity had received the full £10,000 
grant. It was agreed that this would cover all ongoing costs associated with the 
running of the Pavilion and allow for some remedial work to be carried out – see 
9e. 

 
9. To receive and consider urgent matters on the following areas including updates on 

work to be carried out: 
a) Heath Road Play Area – the latest report had highlight the following issues: 

damaged litter bin (to be replaced); pruning and hedges bordering Heath Road 
needed tidying; wire fencing has been pulled down recently; and one of the cradle 
swings needs looking at  as there appeared to be an issue with the chains. Cllr 
West agreed to look into this item and report back to the Clerk once corrected. 

b) New Green Play Area – nothing or urgency in the young children’s area although 
the wooden wobble board needed attention. Serious concerns over the ground 
around the basketball area were raised and it was agreed that a recommendation 
should be submitted to the Parish Council for formal approval to repair the area 
around the basketball area at a cost of £450 plus vat to level and reseed. This was 
cheaper than resurfacing and also acceptable to all without the need for a more 
permanent surfacing. It was also agreed that heras fence be installed to allow the 
grass seed to germinate. All agreed with the recommendation being proposed.  

c) Gym Trail, New Green Centre – it was noted that the damaged matting was to be 
replaced over the coming weeks by Kompan. This was to be a cost to the parish 
council as the matting had been damaged by a grass mover and the contractor 
had been duly informed. 

d) Recreation Ground Play Area – play area looks good. Entire field has been 
recently cut. Debris from tree branch that had come down from the trees  
bordering the recreation field was still waiting to be cleared. 

e) Pavilion, Recreation Ground,  Church Road – it was agreed that the latest 
quotation received to replace the front apex with white UPVC was a better and 
cheaper option. It was however decided that as the exterior needed some 
attention including the timber framework on the pavilion and the barge boards, the 
Clerk would draw up a specification for works to be done and quoted against. This 
would be debated further at the next meeting. 

f) Ownership signage for all recreational areas – in line with previous 
recommendations, ownership signs for all the recreational areas were not under 
order. It was agreed that the Clerk would draw up a template for one overall sign 
for the recreation ground to replace the numerous ones that were currently located 
on the grass. This would be discussed at a later meeting once access 
arrangements for users had been agreed.  

 
 

10. Works to the car park at the Recreation Ground, Church Road: 
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a) To receive an update on the project –  it was confirmed that the work will take 
place during half term week and that the Cavendish Hall has requested clarity on 
the following: a) precise date for works to start – will it be for the whole of half 
term? b) will there be pedestrian access to the hall during the works? It was 
however noted that there is already another access from the main road that could 
be used. It was reconfirmed that the Cavendish Hall had requested that the 
grassed shrubbed area to the left of the Hall be retained in situ and that it would be 
protected by sleepers and that the Trust had been informed that should this impact 
on the structure of the hall there was to be no comeback to the Parish Council.  

 
11. To note the steps to be taken prior to the Committee agreeing to the re-opening the 

Pavilion:  
a) COVID-19 Risk Assessment – the Clerk had carried out an assessment which had 

indicated the areas where the pavilion needed to be made COVID-19 secure prior 
to opening. 

b) Questionnaire to be circulated to all hirers on likelihood of returning – it was noted 
that the Mah-Jong Club and French for Tots were not anticipating returning in the 
immediate future given that the pavilion was too small to make the venue viable for 
the numbers wishing to attend. 

c) Management of Social Distancing – given the size of the communal rooms it was 
considered that the area was too small to comply with government guidelines for 
the meeting room to be used. The Clerk confirmed that she was in talks with the 
Football Club and provided that only the toilets were used then consideration was 
being given to allowing the pavilion to be used for this purposes only. 

d) Relevant posters for display and equipment to be installed – appropriate posters; 
sanitisers; COVID-19 first aid kits and additional soap and towels were in the 
process of being purchased/installed 

e) Relevant conditions to be imposed for hirers – noted that all were expected to 
comply with relevant guidelines as issued by the government. 

f) Review of hiring fees – it was agreed that the increase considered for 1st April 
2020 should be suspended until April 2021. Hiring rates to remain as they are until 
the facilities could be used as they were pre-Covid. 

 
12. To consider any other matters coming forth for consideration at future meetings or for 

noting – it was confirmed that the Football Club used the field for Thursday evenings 
for football practise and that the Scouts had requested and been given permission to 
use the field on a Monday and/or a Tuesday for outside activities.  
 

13. Date of Meetings for the remainder of year:  
a) 21st October 2020  commencing at 6.00pm – virtual meeting 
b) 18th November 2020 commencing at 6.00pm – virtual meeting  
 

14. To resolve that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public 
be excluded from the Meeting on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to 
public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted: 
there was none to be transacted. 
 

15. Close of meeting – there being no further business to transact the Chair closed the 
meeting at 18.54pm. 
 


