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THURSTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Parish Council Office 
New Green Centre 
Thurston 
Suffolk 
IP31 3TG 
 
Tel: 01359 232854 
e-mail: info@thurstonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
website: http://thurston.suffolk.cloud   

 
 

Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting of Thurston Parish Council held on 25th April 2018 in Thurston 
Community Library, Norton Road, Thurston commencing at 7.30pm. 
 
In the Chair: Cllr. Dashper 
 
In attendance: Cllrs. Fawcett; Masters; Mrs Morris, Mrs O’Connell and Rainbow. Representatives from Hopkins 
Homes, Pigeon Development Management Ltd. and Mrs Waples (Clerk) were also in attendance. 
  
1. The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.30pm and thanked all for attending. A statement was read 

out indicating that, in accordance with the changes in legislation, the public and councillors were permitted 
to film, record, photograph or use social media in order to report on the proceedings of the meeting. 
A full transcript is available from the Clerk.  
 

2. Apologies of absence: it was explained that this meeting had been declared open to all Parish Councillors to 
attend as full members of the Planning Committee as it contained matters relating to significant planning 
applications. Apologies of absence were noted from Cllrs. Hasler, Moss and Robinson.  
 

3. Declarations of pecuniary and non-pecuniary interests - 
a) There were no declarations of Pecuniary for the agenda under consideration. There were no further 

declarations of interest declared. There were no declarations of gifts of hospitality exceeding £25.  
When asked, it was confirmed that none had been subject to lobbying (either by letter, email, telephone 
call or personal approach) by members of the Public. 

b)   There were no requests for dispensations. 
 

4. Public Forum – there were no members of the public present. 
 

5. To receive updates or comments from Planning Applications raised at previous meetings – 
a) DC/18/01191 – works to various trees @ land at Cedars Close - to receive comments from Mid Suffolk 

District Council Planning Officer – it was noted that the Arboricultural Officer at Babergh & Mid Suffolk 
District Council had responded to the Parish Council’s concerns over the monitoring of the work to be 
carried out; the timing of the work to be carried out; the protection of wildlife and plans for replacement 
trees or shrubs. It was confirmed that given that there was only one Officer for both Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk dealing with all tree works and as such it would be difficult to monitor works; that it was down to 
the applicant to decide if all the works were carried out; that protection of wildlife was governed by 
legislation administered by the police; that a condition is imposed on such applications for all works to 
be undertake in accordance with industry good practice and as most of the trees being removed were in 
a poor condition with many too close together it was unlikely that a condition to replace the usual like for 
like would be imposed.  

b) Email from the Corporate Manager – Growth and Sustainable Planning, Babergh & Mid Suffolk 
regarding Decision Notices and information uploaded onto websites – Councillors were made aware of 
the apology from the Corporate Manager relating to the concern expressed by the Parish Council over 
the decision notices which were erroneously recorded on MSDC’s web pages in relation to the Pigeon 
granted planning permission. It was held that this was due to officer unfamiliarity with the software in 
copying documentation within that system and was entirely inadvertent. It was further mentioned that 
the Parish Council response to the MLM Rail Report had been uploaded onto all significant planning 
applications submitted bar the Bovis application. Council expressed concern at this lack of consistency 
and ask the Clerk to reiterate the request for the PC letter to be uploaded onto the Bovis documents. 
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6. Planning Matters - the following planning applications were considered by the Parish Council and 
recommendations to Mid Suffolk would be submitted: 

a) DC/18/01051 - Application for Lawful Development Certificate (proposed) – loft conversion with 
insertion of 2 dormer windows @ Ent House, 12 The Acorns 
The meeting agreed that as the proposal would not impact on neighbouring properties, it would 
support the application, aif. 

b) DC/18/01042 – full Planning Application – erection of 1 No one and a half storey detached dwelling 
(following demolition of part existing single storey side element and workshop); erection of cart-lodge 
with room above) resubmission of 4260/160) @ The Hollies, Church Road 
It was confirmed that the changes related to access and roof height and that this was a resubmission 
of an application that had previously been granted planning permission. The changes to the design 
appeared to be minor changes and the meeting was in full agreement that they would support such 
changes. However, concerns over environmental and highways aspects of this application were 
raised. It was agreed that the Parish Council should object to the replacement of the current hedge 
with a laurel hedge on the grounds that it was out of keeping with other hedgerows in the area and 
that it had an issue with the possibility of 5 accesses on a sharp bend. It was agreed that a full 
assessment of this point by SCC Highways should be sought in terms of safety, width of road and 
visibility issues. The meeting agreed that the above comments should be submitted to MSDC, aif.  

c) DC/18/01347 – Householder Planning Application – erection of first floor extension; erection of cart 
lodge with gymnasium over @ Peak House, The Planche, Church Road. 
The meeting agreed that the proposals were in keeping and provided a balance to that which was 
already there. Agreement to support the application was approved by all, aif. 

d) DC/18/01376 – submission of details under Outline Planning Permission 5010/16 allowed at appeal 
– Appearance; Landscaping, Layout and Scale for 175 Dwellings @ land to the South of Norton 
Road. 
The following is a summary of the points raised: 
Houses – 2.5 storey plots Nos 65-67 to ridge are 9.6 metres high; FOGS; bungalows of southern 
side of the boundary – 2 and 1 bedroom. Cllr. Masters stated that he had been to the Barrow site – 
99% are good to look at. Single storey along southern boundary of the site is positive. FOGS – 3 - 4 
– discreet, for bins where there are flats. Different ownership of garages – not a problem as of yet. 
Only 1 No 5-bedroom houses. Affordable housing is as per mix requested by MSDC. Affordable 
housing is mainly to west of site and is in accordance with the build out from west to east.  
Open Space – maintenance over the lifetime either via a Management Company or Parish Council 
with funds (funds generated by a formula as agreed by the District Council) – regime will allow for 
the management of the area and the play equipment to be put in – all will come to the fore once 
reserved matters have been approved. Affordable housing providers will have a specification for 
some areas. Play equipment to be decided / agreed once reserved matters are approved – HH 
agreed that there are discussions to be had with the parish council. Paths to east around the 
attenuation basin – will this create any safety issues? Attenuation ponds only will hold water during 
the once in a lifetime event and will end up in the main being a green area which will hold water but 
will allow for drainage as needed. Area is being treated as a wet area with relevant planting scheme 
for such areas. Planning conditions have a condition that if planting fails within 5 years it must be re-
provided / replaced. Standard or extra standard for trees planted. Who is responsible for watering 
and after care? This will be an appointed landscape contractor. Noted that landscape will be phased 
according to build out rates. Managing open spaces – HH to plant up and an inspection will be held 
prior to hand over. Cycle route to link up with path that crosses the field – this path will be upgraded 
to allow cycle provision. Generally, it was felt that the open space area is quite generous. Trees and 
shrubs are good choice and the soil types have been considered. Specimen trees chosen for all 
year-round condition and fruit trees are Suffolk and local. Discovery fruit trees would be a good 
choice to be included given local connection. Buffer is 7.5 metres. which is considered to be good. 
Churchyard extension hedge will compliment the area as it is a mixed hedge. Trees on southern 
boundary will be height of a bungalow ridge. Western part of southern boundary is close to those 
existing along the southern boundary and thereby HH have ensured that new dwellings are 
bungalows. Berberis hedging has been included to mark boundaries which is noted to be a very 
thorny plant. It was felt that there were better choices for such areas. Noted that at present 
landscaping is conceptual and there may be movement for refinement on the planting schemes. 
Surfacing for private drives – resin bound shingle. Hierarchy tarmac for main spine road; next road is 
blocked paving. Natural finishes used. Lifespan of finishes was good long-term – on private drives 
there is a contractual condition to maintain. Block paving is adopted and SCC tests sub-surfaces and 
refuse vehicle use. 
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Overall appearance – front gardens – very few or very small – HH front gardens are not a character 
of this scheme as it focuses more on creating public realm areas. Most front onto a footpath but 
there are small front gardens. This will be in comparison to existing areas. Some visitor spaces but 
parking is as per the SCC standards. HH - average across the site is above standard but visitor 
parking still needs to be scrutinised by SCC to ensure that there is sufficient allocation. HH try to 
optimise parking where possible. Garages are larger than the standard with an area for storage. 
Scope for storage. 
Rumble strips – are they necessary? HH have included it on the plan but the PC would like to push 
back on this as it is not in conformity with the surrounding area. 
Covenants - no caravans; no work vans; no trailers; possible restriction of permitted development 
rights. HH will enforce these conditions and will provide the PC with a copy of the covenants. 
Satellite dishes – on flats should be communal.  
Layout – cycle route off Sandpit Lane to emergency entrance – southern boundary to be a cycle 
route and linking up to footpath across the field. 
8 allotments proposed – separate car parking for allotments – these will be accessible to all and an 
allotment scheme will be proposed / implemented. PC could administer this, and it will be of an 
agreed standard - water will be provided and fenced with parking areas. 
Lighting –the meeting asked that it be remembered that this is a rural area and that no urban type 
lighting should be used. Perhaps the Parish Council should look at being a dark sky authority? HH 
will be prepared to have a dialogue with SCC and the PC over this issue. It was noted that the 
Barrow scheme has new lighting – LEDs and subdued lighting with shade being pooled in a 
downward slant. The meeting was reminded that within the NP there was a Lighting Policy, and this 
should be followed. 
Requirement to source 10% of energy from low carbon or renewable energy. Scheme of resource 
efficiency – water saving devices in houses to minimise water use per person.  
The meeting agreed that overall it would support the application before it in terms of appearance; 
landscape; layout and scale, aif. 

e) DC/18/01333 - Proposal: Planning Application. Conversion of integral garage to additional living 
accommodation (re-submission of DC/17/05649) @ 6 Cedars Close  
Effectively 5 parking space within curtilage of this house currently. Whilst the plans did not show it, a 
visual inspection of the site showed that there is a second garage on the site with 2 parking spaces 
in front of it. This added to the existing garage with 2 spaces in front of the current house made 5 in 
total. It was noted that current guidelines state that there should be 3 for a dwelling this size. If one is 
removed this will leave 4 which would be acceptable. The meeting agreed to support this application 
on these grounds, aif. 

f)      DC/18/01751 – Notification of works to tree protected under Tree Preservation Order MS52 – (T1) 
Evergreen Oak – reduce overall size by 2 metres @ 14 Howes Avenue.  
Whilst this had not been added to the agenda, the Tree Warden had viewed the tree and gave a 
verbal report to the meeting present to allow it to form an opinion on this application. It was noted 
that the tree was an evergreen Holm Oak which do respond to pruning and thinning. The tree was 
very tall and made a visual impact when reviewed from Barton Road. The current tree had multi 
stems and the application was to reduce by 2 metres to where it had been previously pruned but this 
was unknown. Timing of tree works is covered by legislation. Issue as to where to trim to and when. 
The meeting agreed that it would support this application if the items mentioned are considered, aif. 

 
7. Notification of Planning Applications Determined: the following applications having been determined by the 

District Council were notified to the Committee: 
a) DC/18/00608 - Planning Permission for the erection of double detached garage, conversion of 

existing attached single garage to additional living accommodation, erection of two storey extension 
to rear of property with single storey; replacement of windows; recentralising front door; change of 
colour hardie plank to extension; garage and sections of original house @ 1 Old Post Office 

b) DC/18/00291 - Planning Permission for the erection of a two-storey rear extension @ 17 School 
Lane 

c) DC/17/06257 - Planning Permission for the conversion of existing coach house to form self-
contained dwelling including erection of extension and new detached cart lodge @ Thurston Place, 
Beyton Road.  

 
8. There being no further business to transact the Chairman closed the meeting @ 9.10pm. 

 
9. Date of next meeting: Parish Council Meeting of full Council of 2nd May 2018 commencing at 7.30pm in the 

Community Library on Norton Road.  


