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Understanding the effectiveness of neighbourhood planning from a 

community perspective: towards a framework for monitoring 

neighbourhood plan policies 

 Participant Information Sheet, Privacy Notice and Consent Form 

Information about this Research Survey 

• This survey is being carried out by Alison Eardley, as part of an MSc in Urban and Rural 

Planning, based in the Department of Geography and Environmental Management, at UWE 

Bristol. 

• The primary aim of the survey is to gain an understanding of the extent to which your 

organisation considered how to monitor the effectiveness of your Neighbourhood Plan 

policies. 

• The survey should take no more than 10 minutes to complete. 

• All the information you provide will be anonymised. If there is any material that you do not 

wish me to include in the final report, please let me know. Personal data will be retained 

until April 2022, in case the Research Project needs to be reviewed. 

• Taking part is completely voluntary. 

• If there are any questions or comments that you are unable to understand, please contact 

me and I will explain further. 

• You do not have to answer all of the questions. Also, you may withdraw your data from the 

research up to 24 hours after participating. If you wish to withdraw your data, please email 

Alison Eardley on: Alison2.Eardley@live.uwe.ac.uk  

• If you have any queries about the survey or the research, please contact Alison Eardley in 

the first instance (Email: Alison2.Eardley@live.uwe.ac.uk) then Dr Stephen Hall in the Centre 

for Sustainable Planning and Environments, UWE Bristol (Stephen3.Hall@uwe.ac.uk).  

 

Personal information used will be processed under the terms of the General Data Protection 

Regulation and Data Protection Act, 2018. It will only be used for the purpose explained above. All 

data will be anonymised. The results of the study may be presented in a masters’ dissertation, 

published in one or more peer-reviewed journals, disseminated via digital media, presented at 

conferences, and used as the basis for further research. 

There are no risks or disadvantages in taking part. 

The project has been reviewed an approved by the University of the West of England University 

Research Ethics Committee. Any comments, questions or complaints about the ethical conduct of this 

study can be addressed to the Research Ethics Committee at the University of the West of England at: 

Researchethics@uwe.ac.uk 

Please keep this sheet for your records. Thank you for taking part!   
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Privacy Notice for Research Participants 

Purpose of the Privacy Notice 

This privacy notice explains how the University of the West of England, Bristol (UWE) collects, manages 

and uses your personal data before, during and after you participate in Alison Eardley’s Final Year 

Research Dissertation. ‘Personal data’ means any information relating to an identified or identifiable 

natural person (the data subject). An ‘identifiable natural person’ is one who can be identified, directly 

or indirectly, including by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location 

data, an online identifier, or to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, 

mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person. 

This privacy notice adheres to the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) principle of 

transparency. This means it gives information about: 

• How and why your data will be used for the research; 

• What your rights are under GDPR; and 

• How to contact UWE Bristol and the project lead in relation to questions, concerns or 

exercising your rights regarding the use of your personal data. 

This Privacy Notice should be read in conjunction with the Participant Information Sheet and Consent 

Form provided to you before you agree to take part in the research. 

Why are we processing your personal data? 

UWE Bristol undertakes research under its public function to provide research for the benefit of 

society. As a data controller we are committed to protecting the privacy and security of your personal 

data in accordance with the (EU) 2016/679 the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), the Data 

Protection Act 2018 (or any successor legislation) and any other legislation directly relating to privacy 

laws that apply (together “the Data Protection Legislation”). General information on Data Protection 

law is available from the Information Commissioner’s Office (https://ico.org.uk/).   

How do we use your personal data? 

We use your personal data for research with appropriate safeguards in place on the lawful bases of 

fulfilling tasks in the public interest, and for archiving purposes in the public interest, for scientific or 

historical research purposes.  

We will always tell you about the information we wish to collect from you and how we will use it.  

We will not use your personal data for automated decision making about you or for profiling purposes.  

Our research is governed by robust policies and procedures and, where human participants are 

involved, is subject to ethical approval from either UWE Bristol’s Faculty or University Research Ethics 

Committees. This research has been approved by the UWE Ethics Committee. The research team 

adhere to the Ethical guidelines of the British Educational Research Association (and/or 

the principles of the Declaration of Helsinki, 2013) and the principles of the General 

Data Protection Regulation (GDPR).  

https://ico.org.uk/
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For more information about UWE Bristol’s research ethics approval process please see our Research 

Ethics webpages at:  

www1.uwe.ac.uk/research/researchethics 

What data do we collect? 

The data we collect will vary from project to project.  Researchers will only collect data that is essential 

for their project. The specific categories of personal data processed are described in the Participant 

Information Sheet provided to you with this Privacy Notice – this includes name of Qualifying Body 

(Town or Parish Council/Neighbourhood Forum; personal contact information to follow up on any 

information provided). 

Who do we share your data with? 

We will only share your personal data in accordance with the Participant Information Sheet and your 

Consent.  

How do we keep your data secure? 

We take a robust approach to protecting your information with secure electronic and physical storage 

areas for research data with controlled access. If you are participating in a particularly sensitive project 

UWE Bristol puts into place additional layers of security. UWE Bristol has Cyber Essentials information 

security certification. 

Alongside these technical measures there are comprehensive and effective policies and processes in 

place to ensure that users and administrators of information are aware of their obligations and 

responsibilities for the data they have access to. By default, people are only granted access to the 

information they require to perform their duties. Mandatory data protection and information security 

training is provided to staff and expert advice available if needed. 

How long do we keep your data for? 

Your personal data will only be retained for as long as is necessary to fulfil the cited purpose of the 

research. The length of time we keep your personal data will depend on several factors including the 

significance of the data, funder requirements, and the nature of the study. Specific details are 

provided in the attached Participant Information Sheet. Anonymised data that falls outside the scope 

of data protection legislation as it contains no identifying or identifiable information may be stored in 

UWE Bristol’s research data archive or another carefully selected appropriate data archive. 

Your Rights and how to exercise them 

Under the Data Protection legislation you have the following qualified rights: 

(1) The right to access your personal data held by or on behalf of the University; 

(2) The right to rectification if the information is inaccurate or incomplete; 

(3) The right to restrict processing and/or erasure of your personal data; 

(4) The right to data portability; 

(5) The right to object to processing; 

https://www1.uwe.ac.uk/research/researchethics
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(6) The right to object to automated decision making and profiling; 

(7) The right to complain to the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO). 
 

Please note, however, that some of these rights do not apply when the data is being used for 

research purposes if appropriate safeguards have been put in place.  

We will always respond to concerns or queries you may have. If you wish to exercise your rights or 

have any other general data protection queries, please contact UWE Bristol’s Data Protection Officer 

(dataprotection@uwe.ac.uk). 

If you have any complaints or queries relating to the research in which you are taking part please 

contact either the research project lead, whose details are in the attached Participant Information 

Sheet, UWE Bristol’s Research Ethics Committees (research.ethics@uwe.ac.uk) or UWE Bristol’s 

research governance manager (Ros.Rouse@uwe.ac.uk) 

  

https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/
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Consent Form  

 

This consent form accompanies the Participant Information Sheet.  Please ensure that you 

have read and understood the information contained in the Participant Information Sheet 

and asked any questions before you sign this form.  If you have any questions please 

contact a member of the research team, whose details are set out on the Participant 

Information Sheet 

If you are happy to take part in the Survey, please sign and date the form – alternatively you 

can indicate your content within the survey itself. 

• I have read and understood the information in the Participant Information Sheet 

which I have been given to read before asked to sign this form; 

• I have been given the opportunity to ask questions about the study; 

• I have had my questions answered satisfactorily by the research team; 

• I agree that anonymised quotes may be used in the final Report of this study; 

• I understand that my participation is voluntary and that I am free to withdraw at any 

time until the data has been anonymised, without giving a reason; 

• I agree to take part in the research 

 

Name (Printed)…………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Signature……………………………………………………. Date……………………. 

 


