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THURSTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of the Climate Awareness and Environment Committee Meeting held on  Wednesday 28th July 
2021 in Thurston Library at 7.15pm. 
 
In Attendance:  Cllrs Nigel Turner, Cornell, Haley, Hay, and Morris. Deputy Clerk: Mrs King  
 
1. OPENING – the Chairman opened the meeting advising all of the protocol of reporting at meetings 

adopted by the Parish Council, would be enacted for this meeting. A copy of the Protocol is available 
from the Clerk or can be downloaded from the website:  
https://thurstonparishcouncil.uk/parish-council/policies-procedures-and-strategy/     

 
2. ELECTION OF CHAIR FOR 2021-2022 – Cllr Turner was unanimously re-elected as Chair. 

 
3. APOLOGIES – 

a) There were none applicable as all councillors were present.  
 

4. DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTEREST FROM COUNCILLORS INCLUDING 
GIFTS OF HOSPITALITY EXCEEDING £25 –  

a) To receive declarations of pecuniary, local non-pecuniary interest(s) and personal interests in 
items on the agenda and their nature including gifts of hospitality exceeding £25 – there were no 
further declarations declared. 

b) To receive requests for dispensations – none had been received prior to the meeting. 
 
5. To consider and approve the notes of the previous meeting of 19th May 2021 (all as previously 

circulated) and authority given to the Chair to sign the minutes of 19th May 2021 - all agreed that the 
minutes as written were a true and accurate record of the meeting that took place, AIF. 

 
6. To receive comments from the members of the public present: None received. 

 
 

7. Items for discussion: 
 

a) Footpaths: to discuss the idea of a new footpath booklet, the style and routes to be included: 
It was agreed that the footpath map needs updating and a discussion followed regarding its 
format.  Online although useful could not be considered as the only format due to some of the 
footpath users not being digitally contected. It was agreed that a hybrid of both online and physical 
would be the most appropriate way forward.  Dog walkers, U3A walking groups, and neighbouring 
villages would be contacted.  Circular routes, village-village walks and longer, day long walks would 
be included.  Photographs of points of interest will be included, local photographers will be asked 
for submissions.  Cllr Hay suggested that the land app could be used to map footpath areas, and is 
to forward to the Deputy Clerk for investigation. 

b) Big Weekend: to discuss who, what and how the CA&E group intend to represent themselves: Cllr 
Turner advised that he had spoken with Tina Gibbons, a flower essence therapist at the Hive forum 
in Bury St Edmunds recently, as well as Happy Veg, a organic veg box supplier based in Elmswell, 
and John Parker who is a cycling enthusiast.  All would be very interested in a stand at the Big 
Weekend event, John Parker would provide advice and cycling repairs.  Mrs King is to present 
these options to the Big Weekend meeting on Friday 30th July. 
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c) Discovering Suffolk: The committee approved the registration by Cllr Morris to help regards 
improving awareness of walks through circular signage on fingerposts, mobile apps, etc.  Cllr 
Cornell also offered her assistance when it was required. 

d) To discuss the opportunity from Groundwork East and Suffolk Climate Change to support the 
community to take climate action, considering the level of support that is available: it was agreed 
that this is an excellent incentive and should be utilised.  The full support has a waiting list, the 
Deputy Clerk is to find out how long the wait list is in terms of timescales, if it is excessive it was 
approved that the committee would register for the light support option. 

e) To consider a replacement tree warden: the committee agreed to propose the nomination of Cllr 
Hay to take over from Cllr Morris as tree warden, Cllr Morris would help out if needed during the 
busy farming periods and remain involved in an advisory capacity.  Cllr Morris is to entrust her tree 
nursery to Cllr Hay. 
Cllr Morris advised the committee that she had ordered some hedgerow planting from the 
Woodland Trust for the new graveyard. 

f) To discuss the management of the war memorial seasonal planters: despite a lengthy discussion 
this matter is as yet unresolved.  Whilst the committee is happy to take over the planters, the day 
to day maintenance of the planters during dry weather is a problem.  Councillors are to have a 
longer think about options available and it will be brought back to the agenda for the next meeting. 

g) To identify areas where the mowing regime can be reduced: 

• Heather Close 

• Genesta Drive 

• The Hambros 

• Furze Close 

• Maltings Garth 

• Birch Road/St Peters Way 
It was agreed that all but Furze Close (as it is privately owned) would benefit from reduced mowing, 
however it was also noted that before any decision could be made, engagement with the local residents 
must be undertaken.  Cllr Turner felt that it provided an excellent opportunity to carry out an awareness 
raising survey to find out what people thought.  It was agreed that a draft survey would be ready for 
discussion by the next CA&E Committee meeting. 
 

8. Date of next meeting: 25th August, 6pm Thurston Library, Cllr Cornell and Hay gave their apologises in 
advance. 

 
9. There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.00pm. 


