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Minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Meeting held on Friday 19th May 
2017 which commenced at 2:00pm in the Oak Meeting Room off the Parish Council 
Office in the New Green Centre.   

 
Members present: P Robinson, G Bush, G Dixon, R Fawcett, A Horton, A Reeve, J Rood, 
D Wood, and V Waples (Secretary)  

 
1. Welcome from the Chairman: Mr Peter Robinson (Chair of Thurston PC) welcomed 

all to the meeting. A statement was read out indicating that, in accordance with the 
changes in legislation, the public and councillors were permitted to film, record, 
photograph or use social media to report on the proceedings of the meeting.  
A full transcript is available from the Clerk.  
  

2. Apologies of absence were received from B Morris and A O’Connell. 
 

3.  To confirm acceptance of the minutes of 21st April 2017 
 

4. To note meetings to be arranged with primary health providers in the local area – 
still need to meet with the pharmacy and Woolpit Surgery and whether there 
might be the possibility of a drop-in surgery. There was an understanding that 
there would be consulting rooms in the new pharmacy once built. The meeting 
noted that an agreement for monies from CIL to go out of the area for Health 
Contributions  

 

5. To note the Planning Appeal submitted by agents on behalf of the developers 
relating to development on Site 6 – Planning reference 5010/16 – MSDC have 
asked whether the PC would like to be part of the appeal process – there is a need 
to inform the inspector if there is a desire to be part of the hearing – need however 
to note that it would need to be new information coming forth.  

 

Meeting considered and agreed that  
1) the NPSG should submit a comment with regards to the best use of the land and 

that there should be further consideration of a school on this site -  in terms of 
what the public want the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group should give 
alternatives and should look at the validity of increasing the impact of volume 
of numbers at the sites coming forth. Site 6 is regarded as a prime site for a 
community development. 

 



2) The NPSG agreed by a majority vote that it should ask the Parish Council to 
consider submitting a request to SCC to consider Site 6 as a possible site for a 
school as a preference over Site 1 and 2 for the following reasons: 

• Access to village 

• Connectivity 

• Walk ability 

• Precedents for safe crossing points  

• Ixworth and Norton Road have current issues re parking and pedestrian 
issues 

• Site previously proposed by the landowner as a suitable site  

• Concerns of intensive use of Site 1 and the traffic movements associated 
with this which currently causes issues 

 

This should then form the basis of comments to be made at the MSDC 
Development Control Meeting  and a request is to be submitted to MSDC to allow 
the NPSG to speak at this meeting. It was also noted that only 5 out of the 6 
applications can have S106/CIL monies lodged against them and the NPSG/PC 
should consider asking MSDC to review how it will lodged such requests.  
 

However, prior to putting the point to MSDC to consider Site 6 as a site to include 
a school, the meeting agreed that the Secretary to the NPSG should discuss with 
SCC as to the best way to take this forward and should gauge their comment on 
the proposal to consider Site 6 as the preferred site for a new school. Should this 
be a non-starter then the NPSG would need to reconsider this proposal. 
 

The meeting agreed that the PC should be asked to also be asked over the 
following point when speaking at the Appeal: looking at development in its 
totality - should be asking the Inspector to look at this development in the round 
and should not be looked at cumulatively and site 6 is the only site that could 
house a school. 
 

6. To note issues arising from the 3rd Meeting with MSDC and SCC’s Officers to 
discuss infrastructure issues regarding the Thurston Development Proposals –  a 
summary of the matters that were covered was provided: 

•   Hopkins Homes appeal, MSDC statement of case will go to the Inspector by 5 
July 2017 – PC will need to decide if it wants to be part of the appeal 

•   Issues that were still unresolved covered costs and design of some of the 
highway improvements; design and costing of the junction with the A143. 

•   All 6 applications will go before Development Control Committee at the end of 
June 

•   Skylark issue – new evidence and mitigation measures needed 

•   Confirmation from developers regarding the timing of building out to enable a  
Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) package to be put in place 

• Lawrence Homes – redrawing therefore re-consultation needed; Bovis Homes – 
issue re access point and layout – re-consultation 



• Annual Monitoring Report is likely to indicate that there is less land available 
than the year previously which will impact on the applications being 
determined. 

 

7. To note further details relating to the issues arising from the meeting with 
Network Rail –  the meeting was made aware that the Town Planning Technician, 
Planning from Network Rail had submitted an email which had been lodged 
against all the significant planning applications for Thurston which stated that 
Network Rail could not accept additional impact and further usage unless 
mitigation and measures were introduced and that the preferred option in this 
location would be to close the level crossing as the increased risk will have a 
severe effect on safety. The email refers to a feasibility report which outlines the 
details for closing the crossing and providing alternative means to access the west 
bound platform and suggests that all the applicants contribute to the mitigation 
measures  - estimated £1209.15 per new dwelling.  
 

8. To note the re-consultation on planning application 4386/16 on land to the west 
side of Barton Road –  it was noted that the visibility splays had changed and that 
a significant part of the hedgerow bordering Barton Road would now be lost. It 
was agreed that this and previous comments still stood and the inappropriateness 
of houses next to bungalows. The Secretary would confirm this position to the 
relevant Planning Officer. 

 

9. To receive an update on the preparation of a Village Character Assessment – an 
update was provided and it was noted that both B Morris and A Reeve had 
walked and amended the boundaries of the 7 original areas walked. The write-up 
of each area had divided each into 3 sections and looked at 10 features in each 
area. Lots of photographs taken, used 2 per area, with others to be used at a later 
stage, and report had been submitted tables to R Hogger, the NP’s Critical Friend 
who in turn had sent back some comments. Some have been considered and a 
brief introductory including history has now been written and will be submitted to 
R Hogger for further comments. A draft document will be submitted to the group 
once further amendments have been made. 

 

10. To note the proposed date for discussion of the significant planning applications 
in Thurston by Mid Suffolk Development Control Committee – noted 28th June 
2017. The Parish Council will be invited to speak in the morning and the 
applications will be dealt with in the afternoon. A request is to be submitted to 
allow a representative from the NP to speak as well. 

 

11. To note the Parish Council response to Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils’ 
Open Space, Play and Outdoor Recreation Study – it was confirmed that there 
were no current leisure policies held by MSDC and that a requirement for future 
provision of dedicated adventurous play area ought to be considered. If the 
application for land at south of Norton Road did not show sufficient detail then 
this should be mentioned at appeal stage as well. The PC should be encouraged to 
look at the overall provision of play within the applications and submit a 



comment on what was lacking at the Development Control Meeting. All such play 
areas should be accessible by the whole community. The NPSG agreed that there 
was a need to arrange further meetings with Mr Bass working on behalf of MSDC 
to discuss how to take such consideration further within the NP process.  

 

12. To receive any issues coming forward from members of the public present – there 
were none present. 

 

13. To receive any issues coming forward from the members of the Steering Group – 
it was confirmed that the public meeting date scheduled for late May had been 
cancelled until the planning application had been considered by the Development 
Control Committee. It was noted that both SCC Education and Highways 
Infrastructure Officers had previously agreed to attend a public meeting to discuss 
the future for Thurston should all or some of the applications be determined in 
favour of the developers. 

 

14. To note the date and time of the next meeting – 23rd June 2017 or earlier. 
 

15. The meeting closed at 4.05pm. 


