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Minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Meeting held on Friday 8th December 2017 which 
commenced at 2.00pm in the Parish Council Office at New Green Centre 

 

Members present: G Bush, G Dixon, R Fawcett, J Masters, A O’Connell, A Reeve, J Rood, V Waples 
(Secretary) and a representative from Pigeon Investment Management Ltd. 
 

A statement was read out indicating that members of the Steering Group, members of the public and 
press may record/film/photograph or broadcast this meeting when the public and press are not 
lawfully excluded. Any member of the public who attends this meeting and objects to being filmed 
was advised to contact the Clerk to the Council who will instruct that they are not included within the 
filming. 
 

 

1. To receive apologies of absence – apologies of absence were received from A Horton, B Morris 
and D Wood.  

 
2. To confirm acceptance of the minutes of 17th November 2017 – the minutes were confirmed as 

being acceptable, aif 
 

3. To receive an update on the following: 
Following the Mid Suffolk Planning Referrals Committee Meeting of 1st November 2017 – it was 
confirmed that the following decisions taken at the Planning Referrals Committee Meeting of 1st 
November 2017 were taken: (repeated at the end of this section for clarity) 
Noted that for four of the planning applications going forward, agreement was that planning 
permissions should be granted subject to a number of conditions, one of which covered the 
drafting of a condition that would delegate to the Corporate Manager to draft condition to 
safeguard risk management and mitigation for future occupiers in relation to rail way station 
safety. The meeting noted that any mitigation measures were expected, according to MSDC, to be 
funded from CIL receipts and not S106 formal agreements. It was further noted that a meeting had 
been called between MSDC Infrastructure Officers, SCC Infrastructure Officers, Network Rail 
Planners, Thurston Parish Council and Thurston Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group to discuss 
how this condition would be satisfied. 
Planning Applications determined on 1st November 2017: 
4963/16 Land West of Ixworth Road – outline approval for a school site & 250 dwellings 
5070/16 Land at Norton Road – outline approval for a school site & 200 dwellings  
4942/16 Land at Meadow Lane – full approval for 64 dwellings 
2797/16 Land South of Norton Road – outline approval for 175 dwellings 
4386/16 Land on West side of Barton Road – refusal for permission for 138 dwellings 
02232/17 Land on the west of Barton Road full approval for 129 dwellings   

 
4. To receive an update on the work carried out for the production of the Draft Thurston NP Plan: 

• Vision and objectives – as confirmed as per the document given out at the meeting of 17th 
November 2017 

• Challenges facing Thurston – the document would be amended in light of the recent 
Character Assessment responses.  The Character Assessment consultation had seen a good 
response to the base work carried out. Some of the evidence provided would require further 



work to tease out issues that link in to other areas. All agreed that it was valid that this piece 
of work informed other areas. The meeting also agreed that the document had worked as it 
had kept the text succinct and had used pictorial evidence. These points would need to be 
repeated in all documents submitted to ensure the Neighbourhood Plan stacks up in terms 
of planners and residents. 

• Movement Facilities e.g. linked walkway / cycle route provision – both Jonathan and Derrick 
were working on comments from both the Group’s Professional Partner and Critical Friend – 
there had been an overlap in timescales at which both had reviewed the work submitted but 
it was being sorted. Car Park at Station – no point in including it as an issue according to the 
Professional Partner as the Neighbourhood Plan should be encouraging walking etc. The 
group was in agreement that it should be included as the station was used from residents at 
the furthest points of the village and from outside of the village and lack of parking facilities 
would impact on residential areas. The meeting discussed whether it should carry out a 
survey on the geographical area of those using the station, but it was agreed that this was 
difficult with an unmanned station. The Movement report would also draw on references 
from the traffic surveys carried out by SCC – i.e. AECOM report and in particular the 
combined cumulative report which in essence stated that everything could work with the 
mitigation measures being proposed apart from Fishwick Corner which will be at 21% 
overcapacity with the development and yet there is no workable solution.  It was also agreed 
that reference to the Safety Report from AECOM along with references to Beyton Road onto 
New Road should be included. It was discussed whether the Parish Council should carry out 
traffic counts for these areas to provide evidence for both SCC Highways and Network Rails 
possible solutions to overcome the issues of the crossing of the line at the railway station. 
Pinch points – note this is actually a traffic calming measure. 

• Housing Paper – quite a few comments on the paper had been received from the 
Professional partner which had proved of use in producing the work required for submission. 
He had also offered to give a workshop and run through all of this and explain how the 
Group could draw from Character Assessment into the Neighbourhood Plan document. This 
would take place on 22nd December at 9.30am. 

• Environment Paper – it was agreed that the paper was a baseline with a wealth of 
information that would be able to provide evidence as to how Thurston had grown and 
where it was today. However, advice had been given that there was a need to once again 
tease out the items that would be able to be turned into policy. Noted that reference would 
need to be made to current policies covering the Environment in the Local Plan. The group 
agreed that the NP needed to read as a story which covers items of material relevance and 
then have appendices that back up the information e.g. Character Assessment; 
Environmental Assessment; Agricultural Assessment; Historical evidence and Baseline 
Information. 

• Community infrastructure and to ascertain the community infrastructure items required in 
the light of recent planning permissions granted - Motion to exclude members of the public 
for part of this discussion as publicity would prejudice negotiations by the council. 
Agreement was forthcoming that this item should be moved to the end and considered in 
camera, aif.  

  
5. To receive any issues coming forward from the members of the Steering Group - issue is that 

we are an ageing population – should we have references to mobility scooter routes etc. 
 

6. To receive any issue coming forward from the members of the public present – the 
representative from Pigeon Land Developments Ltd updated the group as to progress on the 
site and stated that with regards to the decision as to which site would go forward for a school, 
it was their understanding that Suffolk County Council were going to start that process later this 
month or early next year and had a full consultation programme established. When asked as to 
what would happen to the site if they did not get school on their part of land and would it be 



allocated for community use he made the meeting aware that the parameters plan which forms 
part of the Masterplan only shows a school on that part of the land. If that were not to be the 
case going forth then a further discussion and fresh planning application would need to be 
submitted for alternative use. In response to the question as to whether Pigeon was aware that 
there are certain elements that are opposed to having a school on that site, he responded that 
there would be a formal consultation with all Stakeholders, Parish Council, Neighbourhood Plan 
Team and residents as to preferred sites. 

 
7. To note the date and times of future meetings: 

a) Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Meetings: 19th December 2017; 12th January 2018; 
26th January 2018; 9th February 2018; 23rd February 2018 – all commencing at 2.00pm in 
the Parish Council Offices 

b) Thurston Neighbourhood Plan Timeline 
 

8. Close 

 

Summary of in camera item: 
• Community infrastructure and to ascertain the community infrastructure items required in the 

light of recent planning permissions granted -  
 Discussion on this topic followed but overall it was agreed that it was important that the group 

had lists of items that were desirable and items that were vital elements of community 
infrastructure. Much of the discussion centred around procedure and how this would relate 
back to the Neighbourhood Plan, the Parish Council and ultimately the working of CIL 
payments. It was agreed that advice should be sought from the Professional Partner in the form 
of a workshop, but the list provided by A Horton and J Rood as part of their work on 
infrastructure would be used as a basis for future discussion. Agreed that a meeting should be 
set up for the NPWG and A Horton and J Rood to put together the list and talk that through 
with the group’s Professional Partner and relate that to the plan and policies. It was also 
suggested that, for each site coming forth within the current planning process, there was a 
need to have a clear idea of what could be requested from each site and for this to reviewed on 
a regular basis. The meeting agreed that this should be added to the meeting for advice and 
discussion with the Professional Partner. 


