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Minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Meeting held on Friday 5th February 2016 

commencing at 2:00pm in the Parish Council Office at the New Green Centre.  

 

Members present: P Robinson, G Bush, R Fawcett, A Horton, B Morris, A O’Connell, A Reeve, 

J Rood, D Wood, V Waples and 2 members of the public. 

 

1. Welcome from the Chairman: Mr Peter Robinson (Chair of Thurston PC) welcomed all to 

the meeting. A statement was read out indicating that, in accordance with the changes in 

legislation, the public and councillors were permitted to film, record, photograph or use 

social media in order to report on the proceedings of the meeting.  

 A full transcript is available from the Clerk. 
 

2. Apologies of absence were noted from Mr Ward (MSDC) and Rachel Hogger (on behalf of 

MSDC). 

 

3. The minutes of the meeting of 4th December 2015 having been circulated, were approved 

by all who had attended the meeting. 

4. To note comments received on the submitted Draft Scoping Body Report for the Strategic 

Environment Assessment from the following: 

 Statutory Bodies – it was noted that there had been three responses from the three 

Statutory Bodies as submitted by MSDC.  

 Clubs/Organisations – no further responses had been received. 

 Commercial and residential agents – no further responses had been received. 

 Local Businesses – one local business had received a copy of the Scoping Document 

including the Draft Vision and Objectives and had indicated that it would be compiling 

a comment which would be submitted shortly. 

 

5. To determine whether evidence gathered under Item 4 will impact on the Draft Vision 

and Objectives of the Neighbourhood Plan 

 It was agreed that the responses from the three Statutory Bodies would have no 

drastic impact on the Scoping Document submitted and that any changes were 

minor. It was agreed that it had been a worthwhile exercise for the NPSG to press 

for comments at this stage. 

 

6.  To receive an update on the discussions with MSDC to quantify evidence base for future 

growth in conjunction with the new emerging Joint Local Plan –  

 Issue of SHLAA Document and Objectively Assessed Numbers – the meeting was 

made aware that no further information had been made available to the group 



 

 

and it was confirmed that, until this information had been presented to the 

elected members of the District Council, none of it could be shared with those 

carrying out a NP. It was therefore confirmed that the impact that these numbers 

might have on future growth patterns on either Thurston as a Key Service Centre 

or as part of a functional cluster could still not be considered.  

 Meeting with MSDC of 12th January 2016 – this meeting had been cancelled as 

there had been very little information coming forth to update the group.  

 A further meeting was scheduled for 12th February 2016 with Nick Ward (MSDC) 

and Rachel Hogger who had been appointed by Babergh and Mid Suffolk District 

Councils in an ‘outreach’ capacity to offer guidance and support to groups with 

the production of a Neighbourhood Plan.  

 It was noted that, with reference to the NPPF Document, as MSDC is not able to 

supply the OAN for growth and is unable to demonstrate an adequate land supply 

then speculative developments will come forward and provided that they are 

sustainable could well be approved for development. 

 

7.   To discuss the next stages in the preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan - 

 Expression of interest for sites –the meeting noted that to date 5 sites had been 

submitted under the call for expressions of interest from landowners and 

developers for land that they might wish to be considered for development was 

now ready to go ahead. It was confirmed that the deadline was 4.00pm on 12th 

February.  

 

8.   To receive any issues coming forth from the members of the Steering Group –  

 How could the Parish Council and the NPWG put pressure on MSDC to provide the 

OAN and criteria needed to assist the group in further preparation of the draft 

plan. Were there other avenues to be explored? It was agreed that the NPWG 

would look at options after the next meeting with MSDC. 

 

9.    To receive any issues coming forth from members of the public present –  

 The Strategic Land and Planning Manager for Hopkins Homes mentioned that he 

had held two recent meetings with MSDC and that they did not have a 5 year 

supply of housing and had not worked out their own OAN. It was confirmed this 

evidence could be found in Babergh and Mid Suffolk’s Joint Annual Monitoring 

Report 2014 – 2015 as produced in June 2015 

 He also made the meeting aware that the site that they would be submitting under 

the expression of interest in sites for development would also be brought forward 

as a submission for development. They would want proposals to evolve and have a 

dialogue with the Neighbourhood Team at a very early stage and as such had 

arranged for a Public Consultation on its plans for its site on 22nd March 2016. 

 The meeting was disappointed that Hopkins Homes had decided to proceed with a 

Public Consultation on its plans for development and that they were not fully engaging 

with the processes and stages of the production of the Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

10.  The next meeting would be held on 4th March at 2.00pm in the Oak Meeting Room at the 

Parish Council Office. 

 

11.  The meeting closed at 2.40pm 

 

 

 


