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Minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Meeting held on Tuesday 3rd June 2014 

commencing at 7.00pm in the Parish Council Office at New Green Centre 
 

Present: P Robinson (Chair); S Campbell, R Fawcett, D Haley; G Bush; D Wood; B Shrubshall; 

B Morris; S Chick; A Walden; G Dixon; P Freer and V Waples 

 

1. Welcome from the Chairman: it was noted that S Campbell had stepped down from the 

position of both Chair of the Parish Council and Chair of the Steering Group due to 

work related commitments. It was agreed that P Robinson having been elected to the 

position of Chair of the Parish Council should also take on the role of Chair of the 

NPSG, aif. 

 

2. Apologies of absence were received from A Reeve and G Benjamin. 

 

3. Acceptance of the minutes of 15th April 2014 was agreed by all. It was agreed by all 

that the circulated Code of Conduct for members and volunteers of the Thurston 

Neighbourhood Steering Group be adopted without further changes, aif.  

 

4. To note that Gillian Benjamin, Development Officer Community Planning, Community 

Action Suffolk will be joining the NPSG Committee – it was noted that the Parish 

Council, as the body responsible for delivering the NP and for ensuring that the NP 

should involve the whole community where practically possible, had agreed to accept 

the costs of having the initial survey and future questionnaires analysed by Community 

Action Suffolk. It was held that they would be analysed in a timely, efficient and 

effective manner. It had also been agreed by the Parish Council that a recommendation 

should be put to the NPSG that Gillian Benjamin be asked to join the NPSG and provide 

expert advice on the way forward. It was agreed by all present to accept this 

recommendation and welcome her expertise and guidance. 

 

5. To receive the preliminary results of the 1st Community Questionnaire distributed to all 

residents within the village – the responses received had been analysed with a separate 

sheet for each of the 7 questions and the various comments had been grouped together 

in terms of their subject matter. It was agreed that the responses should be weighted in 

terms of frequency and type. It was also agreed that this initial survey should help in 

picking out the threads of the main issues from the residents’ points of view which will 

then enable the group to drill down on topic areas and refine those via detailed 

questionnaires which will hopefully form the objective, vision and core of the NP. Once 

this analysis had been completed the group would then need to engage with developers 

and residents alike over the types of dwellings and location of new development. It was 

noted that the NP could result in an overall policy on growth or it could define specific 

sites for growth over the next 15 years. Peter Freer spoke further on development and 

the size of plots and land that could come forward under a NP. He confirmed that 



 

 

‘infills’ already had policies in place to support growth and that the NP might focus on 

what size of plot residents might prefer for development in Thurston.    

 

6. To discuss the format of the public meeting on 9th June 2014 – it was agreed that the 

Chairman would introduced the main topic as to what a NP was, progress to date, why 

we were engaging and what we hoped to get out of this consultation. Both Peter Freer 

and Gillian Benjamin had previously agreed to be present to provide information on 

how a NP should conform with the Local Plan and how best to engage with the public. It 

was agreed that name badges, pens, post-it notes, flipcharts; display board and maps 

of the designated area would be provided and that there would be six stations to be 

manned covering the following subjects: housing; transport; natural environment; 

leisure and wellbeing; economy and employment and ‘other’. It was agreed that the aim 

of the evening would be to get reactions to the main threads that had come out of the Ist 

consultation that had been sent to all residents in April and to explain how the group 

would use these comments to form the basis of more detailed consultation. It was 

noted that Ann Reeve and Amanda Walden would be engaging with the children on the 

subject of the NP at Beyton School the following week and later in the month at the 

Upper School – both of which would be targeted at those who lived in Thurston. 

 

7. To discuss the main themes and topics to form the basis for future engagement and the 

resultant timeline – it was agreed to suspend this until the next meeting. 

 

8. To receive the short guide from Locality – Keeping it simple’ with points on specific 

sites and production of a Neighbourhood Plan – the meeting’s attention was drawn to 

the previously circulated email containing a short guide on NP from Locality along with 

points on specific sites and simple tools: 

 

http://planning.communityknowledgehub.org.uk/sites/planning.communityknowledgeh
ub.org.uk/files/keeping_it_simple_v3.pdf 

  

9. To determine further the budget for the project (noting costs incurred) and noting 

funding avenues inc. Locality Funding – it was agreed that the group should explore the 

costs involved in employing someone to collect the main questionnaires once issued. It 

was also agreed that there was a need to identify those who might need help in 

completing the form and that forms should be available on line as well as in paper 

format. It was also suggested that targeted drop-in sessions should be made available 

to residents and that questionnaires should be left at a number of venues eg library, 

Thurst café etc. Costs incurred to date included the Clerk’s salary, paid for by the PC 

NP budget and the costs of producing the 1st Questionnaire £185 ex. VAT. 

 

10. Dates to be noted: 

 Village Forum – 9th June 2014 commencing at 7.00pm 

   NPSG Meeting – 24th June 2014  

 

11. The meeting closed at 8.38pm 


