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Minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Meeting held on Tuesday 2
nd

 December 2014 

commencing at 7.00pm in the Parish Council Office at the New Green Centre. 

 

Following changes to the Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960 which has given the public 

the right to film, photograph, record or report on full council and committee meetings, the Chairman 

made the meeting aware of the following: 

“Members of the Steering Group, members of the public and press may record/film/photograph or 

broadcast this meeting when the public and press are not lawfully excluded. Any member of the public 

who attends this meeting and objects to being filmed should advise the Clerk to the Council who will 

request that they are not included within the filming.” 

 

Members present: P Robinson (Chair); G Bush; S Campbell; G Dixon; R Fawcett; B Morris; A. 

O’Connell; B Shrubshall and A Stiff. 

 

1. Welcome from the Chairman: Mr Peter Robinson (Chair of Thurston PC) welcomed all to the 

meeting. 

 

2. Apologies of absence were received from D. Wood and A. Reeve. 

The meeting was made aware that at the last Parish Council meeting there had been a discussion 

with District Cllr. Haley over a possible conflict of interest concerning pertinent information on 

Mid Suffolk’s Local Plan and information that was being given to the NPSG. The Council was 

concerned at the timing of Mid Suffolk’s Call for Development Sites of over 2.1 hectares and the 

fact that Mid Suffolk had been discussing issues relating to Thurston with potential developers 

and had failed to involve the Parish Council or the NPSG. The Parish Council held that as the 

body responsible for the development of the NP it should have been involved in such discussions 

and/or should have been given due warning over the call for sites. The meeting was told that Mid 

Suffolk had now been informed of the Parish Council’s concerns and that agreement had been 

forthcoming for a meeting, during the following week, with members of the Parish Council and 

Mid Suffolk Officers and Thurston’s District Councillors to cover the work being carried out on 

the NP; Mid Suffolk and Babergh’s joint Local Plan; extension of Mid Suffolk’s Local Plan by 4 

years and work on Mid Suffolk and Babergh’s call for sites. 

  

3. Acceptance of the minutes of 23
rd

 October 2014 was approved by all present, aif. 

 

4. To discuss the analysis of the questionnaires: Individual; Business; Youth: 

 Total number of responses received – confirmation was given that 501 individual 

questionnaires had been returned; 40 youth and 17 business questionnaires.  

 Responses by age group – of those 501 individuals who responded the majority were in the 

31-64 category and in the category 11-13 for the youth. 

 Overview of responses – it was felt by the majority that the current mix of housing was 

about right and that over 59% of those who responded indicated that they thought 

Thurston could accommodate a housing allocation of up to 50 houses. When asked 

preference was given for growth to be on individual plots or on small size developments. 

A number of general issues had been raised which would require further analysis by the 



Parish Council and external stakeholders. There was also mentioned of concerns over the 

local road network and comments were made on the retention and enhancement of local 

amenities and facilities. 

 

5. Assessment of the responses received: 

It was noted that a number of responses had free text included within their answers which would 

now need to be analysed as to what was relevant to the NP and what to the Parish Council. It was 

agreed that the Chairman would draw off the free-text in a word document which would be 

passed to members of the NPSG for further analysis.  Items that were relevant to the Parish 

Council would be passed over to the Parish Council to take forward. The following agreed to 

analyse and summarize the free-text further: 

Economy/Employment  Peter Robinson 

Environment   Bernadette Shrubshall 

Health & Welfare   Anne O’Connell 

Transport   Alan Stiff 

Housing    Richard Fawcett, Ann Reeve & Graham Dixon 

Additional Facilities  Gillian Bush 

Future Development  Barbara Morris 

Business Questionnaire  Vicky Waples 

Youth Questionnaire  Vicky Waples  

 

6. To discuss further the necessity for a further questionnaire specific to housing 

needs/requirements: the meeting was made aware that the NPWG felt that for the NP to move 

forward external professional help was now required. It was agreed by all that the information 

and advice received to date from Mid Suffolk was patchy and at times inconsistent and that 

assistance in taking the plan forward, writing the plan policies and providing support up to and 

including submission stage now needed to be sourced elsewhere. Following recommendations 

from other parishes undergoing a NP, it was proposed and agreed that a recommendation be 

given to the Parish Council to appoint Navigus Planning and accept the tender received 

dependent on work produced and with the correct relationships in terms of control, aif. The Clerk 

confirmed that she would be submitting an application for finance from the Supporting 

Communities in Neighbourhood Planning to cover the costs of the expert assistance and further 

printing and hall hire within the next week. 

It was further agreed that, should the Parish Council be in agreement with the NPSG’s 

recommendations, advice should be sought from Navigus Planning as to whether the 

questionnaires had provided sufficient detail on housing issues and future development in terms 

of tenure, housing mix and development types. It was acknowledged that this would be analysed 

against current data held on a local level and an assessment made as to whether further 

consultation was required.  

 

7. To discuss future community engagement/communication and how to manage in terms of: 

 Overall feedback of responses received – it was agreed that in early – mid January a 

postcard should be distributed to all households thanking all for taking the time to 

complete the survey. This would be followed up by a press release which would be 

inserted into the website, in the newsletter and on the noticeboards giving a summary of 

the information received. A public meeting in February 2015 would provide further 

feedback and analysis of the data received.  

 Postcard(s) re future questionnaires and actions to be taken – it was agreed that the 

postcards had proved to be an effective way of communication with residents although a 

request was made for less writing on them to make them easier to read.  

 Requirement for a further questionnaire – it was agreed that advice would be sought from 

Navigus Planning as to any gaps in the evidence collected and whether there was a need 

for further questionnaires.  

 Communication that ‘no development’ is not an option – the meeting was in agreement 

that at all public meetings and future engagements with the public, it should be made 



clear that ‘no development’ was not an option and that Thurston’s NP cannot prevent or 

block any development from ever taking place in the area; or propose less growth than 

Mid Suffolk’s existing planning policies for the area.  

 Public meeting – the NPWG would be working over the coming weeks to ascertain the 

information that should be inserted into the press release and the format of the public 

meeting to be held in late February.  

  

8. Date/time for next meeting – the next meeting would take place on Thursday 29
th

 January 2015 

at 7.00pm. 

 

9. The Chairman closed the meeting by thanking all for their hard work and commitment to the 

 Neighbourhood Plan Project. 

  

 The meeting closed at 8.28pm. 


